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T    O 

BRICE  FISHER,  Efqh 

Reprefentative  in  Parliament  for  Borough* 
Bridge^  York/hire. 

SIR, 

ALTHO'  Truth  and  matter  of  Fadt 
"***  may  be  thought  fufficient  to  vin- 
dicate themfelves,  yet  where  Envy  or 
Detraction  are  induftrioufly  employed  to 
conceal  the  one  or  mifreprefent  the  other, 
it  then  becomes  neceffary  to  call  upon 
fuch  Authority  as  will  at  once  render 
fuch  indirect  Purpofes  of  little  Effe<ft. 

I  will  not  prefume  to  fay  that  this  is 
the  fole  Motive  of  my  Addrefs  to 
you  upon  this  Occafionj  that.  Sir,  is 
rather  from  my  Defire  to  acknow- 
ledge by  this  Opportunity  the  great 
juflice  you  have  done  me,  fince  I  had 
the  Honour  to  be  employed,  and  the  Hap- 
pinefs   to    Succeed  in   the  Recovery   of 

your 
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your  Health.  But  in  particular,  I  thank 
you>  Sir,  for  that  unrequefted  Mark  of 
Approbation  and  Candor  with  which 
you  are  pleafed  to  favour  me; — I  mean, 
the  generous  Offer  of  Leave  to  appeal  to 
you,  for  a  Confirmation  of  what  I  have 
here  advanced,  relative  to  the  Effedt  of 
the  Medicine,  which  is  the  Subject  of  the 
following  Sheets. 

I  am, 

with  the  utmoft  Refped, 
S  I  R, 

Tour  mqfl  Obliged, 

And  Obedient  Servant, 
JOHN  LEAKE, 


Craven-Street ,  Charing-Grofs, 
March  the  2$th,  1767. 
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PREFACE. 

Sj  S  the  Calamity*  at  Lifbon,  fome 
-^  A-  Tears  ago,  may  deprive  fever  al  of  a 
Medicine,  which,  jor  many  Tears,  had, 
there  been  deemed  inejlimable,for  its  con jl ant 
Succefs  in  curing  two  Dijeafes  of  the  mo/i 
formidable  Kind  y  'tis  prefumed  the  follow- 
ing fhort  Account  of  it  may  not  be  unaccepta- 
ble ;  and  as  it  is  my  Aim,  throughout  the 
whole,  to  avoid  every  'Thing  that  may  /land 
in  need  of  an  Apology,  I  have  nothing  to 
offer  by  way  of  Excuje* 

There  are  many  Gentlemen,  at  this 
^lime  in  London,  who  have  not  only  ex- 
perienced its  Effects,  themfehes,  but  have 
alfo  remarked  its  Excellence  in  the  Cafes 
of  others ;  and  te  Thefe,  this  Treati/e 
is  particularly  addreffed,  as  moft  likely  to- 
fubfcribe  U  the  Merit  of  the  Medicine,  with- 
out any  Mixture  of  Prejudice. 

What  I  /hall  fet  down  concerning  it,  is 
not   taken  from  the  Authority   or  Credit  of 
another,  but  is  the  immediate  Refult  of  my 
Own  Objervation  and  Knowledge  of  its  Effi- 
cacy,    in  the  perfect  Cure  of  the  confirm  i. 

Lues 
•  The  Earthquake, 
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Lues  Venerea  the  Scurvy,  and  other  Difed- 
Jes  ,  having  feen,  when  I  was  at  Lifbon,  re- 
peated Injlances  of  ifs  furprizing  Succefs, 
even  when  Salivation,  and  all  other  Methods, 
had  been  fubmitted  to  in  vain,  and  the 
dej pairing  Patient  was  left  to  himjelf  as 
incurable, 

This  Medicine,  at  Lifbon,  was  univer- 
fally  known  by  the  Name  of  the  German- 
Diet-Drinkyfrom  ifs  being  given  there,  for 
many  Tears,  by  a  German,  who,  as  I 
was  informed,  had  been  Phyfician  to  the 
^uem  DgWger  of  PorMgai -  It's  Succefs 
was  jo  amazing  in  many  Cafes  that  were 
thought  to  be  incurable,  that  fever  al  Gentle- 
men reforied  thither  from  England,  Italy, 
tijlland  and  all  Parts  of  Europe,  in 
Hopes  of  Reliefs  fo  that,  of  late  Tears, 
Lifbon  has  been  more  famous  even  than 
Montpelier,  jfcr  the  Means  of  refloring  thofe 
Confumptive  Patients,  whofe  Confutations y 
had  fufjered  from  Venereal  Complaints, 
or  the  improper  Uje  gf  Mercury. 

I  have,  for  fveral  Tears,  di reeled 
the  Ufe  of  the  Lifbon  Diet- Drink,  and 
now  prefer  ike  it  in  my  Practice,  whenever 
I  think  it  preferable  to  other  Medicines  i 
But  being  perfectly  aware  of  the  Difficulty 
:i^?ich  may  oppofe  the  favourable  Mention  of 
particular  Remedies,  I  would  have  it  re* 

?narkyd 
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marked,  that  I  do  not  Hand  indebted  to  the 
following  Sheets  jor  a  Proof  of  ifs  Efficacy ', 
but  /hall  have  Recourfe  to  Matters  of  Fatly 
to  convince  thofe  who  may  doubt  of  ity  not 
only  by  referring  fuch,  to  thofe  very  Perfons 
who  have  been  cured  by  it,  after  the  moji 
powerful  Remedies  had  failed -,  but  alfo  to 
Gentlemen  of  known  Abilities  and  Eminence 
in  the  Profeffion,  who  have  jointly  attended 
with  me,  and  have  fe en,  to  a  Demonflration, 
the  extraordinary  Effects  of  this  Medicine 
in  fome  of  the  very  worft  Cafes,  which  I 
have,  in  this  Edition,  inferted  in  the  Ap- 
pendixo 

It  is  not  my  Defign  to  obtrude  this  Medi- 
cine on  the  Publick,  with  thefulfome  En- 
comiums of  an  infallible  Remedy  -,  'tis  enough 
for  me,  that  ifs  Credit  has  been  jo  jufficienily 
eflablifJo  d  by  Succefs  and  Length  of  Time, 
as  not  toflandin  "Need  of  fuch  contemptible 
Affiance.    * 

The  Compofition,  indeed,  ?iot  being  made 
known,  may  afford  an  Opportunity  to  fome, 
of  raifing  Objections  to  it,  merely  upon  that 
Account  -,  but  by  thofe  who  are  difinterefkd, 
and  free  from  the  Spirit  of  Prejudice, 
'twill  be  allow  d  a  Matter  of  fmall  Confe- 
quence  to  the  Patient,  how,  or  by  what 
Means,  he  is  re  fiord  to  Health,  provided 
he  gets  rid  of  his  Complaints,  and  finds  him- 

Jelf 
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Jelf  fafely  and  perfectly  curd:  Ana  u*  vi 
Courfe  of  this  Diet- Drink  has  been  repeatedly 
jound  (by  an  Enlargement  of  the  Secretions) 
to  Anfwer  all  the  Intentions  of  gi<vi?7g  Mer- 
cury, without  either  Confinement \  or  that 
Wafie  of  Strength  and  Injury  to  the  Confii- 
tution,  which  the  Patient  muft  unavoidably 
undergo  by  Salivation  ;  I  believe  it  will  be 
granted^  that  the  Method  of  Cure  proposed 
-  by  this  Medicine,  is  much  more  gentle  and 
efficacious,  than  any  other  in  general  Uje,  ■ 


*^*  As  fome  might  poffibly  be  inadr 
.vertently  deceived  or  irnpofed  upon  by 
different  Advertifements,  which  have  ap- 
peared in  the  public  Papers,  relative  to 
jomething  called  Lisbon  Diet  -  drink,  — *- 
Leake's  Pill's,  &c.  which,  but  for  the  a- 
voiding  of  Miftakes,  would  have  ap- 
peared unworthy  cf  Notice;-— The  Au- 
thor of  this  Differtation,  thinks  it  necef- 
fary  to  inform  the  Public,  that  he  knows 
nothing  of  thefe  Things,  nor  of  the  Per- 
Jons  who  are  the  Venders  of  them. 
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THE 

PROPERTIES 

AND 

£    F    F    I    C    A    C    Y 

OF      THE 

Lijbon  DIET-DRINK, 

In  the  Cure  of  the 

Venereal  Disease,  the  Scurvy; 

and  other  Disorders. 

OBSERVATIONS  founded  upon 
Experience,  are  the  fureft  Guides  to 
Truth  in  every  Science,  and  when, 
apply'd  to  the  Cure  of  Difeafes,  are  alone, 
much  more  likely  to  fucceed,  than  the 
Irioft  refin'd  and  plaufible  Theories,  where 
thefe  are  difregarded  and  laid  afide ;  by 
the  firft,  we  have  a  true  Copy  of  a  Difeafe, 
where  all  its  Symptoms,  like  the  Features 
of  a  well-drawn  Pidture,  are  faithfully 
delineated  from  the  Life ;  but  where 
erring  Hypothecs  guides  the  Pencil,  the 
B  Strokes 
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Strokes  tho'  ever  fo  delicate,  widely  differ 
from  Nature,  and  exhibit  not  only  a  faints 
but  falfe  Refemblance  of  the  Original. 

And  as  Fhyfick  at  firft  began  without 
Theory,  fo  it  might  in  a  great  Meafure 
fubfift  without  it :  That  had  no  Share  in 
furnifhing  Hints,  or  guiding  the  wild  A- 
merican  to  a  Remedy  for  his  Difeaie  ,  for, 
without  enquiring  into  its  Caule,  he 
would  often  cure,  Relief  being  the  only 
Thing  he  fought  or  car  d  for.  Thus  pure 
Experience,  built  upon  the  moft  fimple 
Knowledge,  fupply'd  the  Place  of  deep 
Speculation,  and  taught  him  to  rate  the 
Value  of  his  Medicine  by  the  Eafe  it  pro- 
cur'd  him. 

On  this  Account,  I  fhall  confine 
myfelf  entirely  to  the  feniible  Effects  of 
the  Medicine  under  Confideration,  with- 
out confounding  or  obicuring  plain  Fads 
with  Matter  of  idle  Surmiie  \  its  -conftant 
Saccefs  being  a  much  ftronger  and  more 
inconteftable  Proof  of  its  Efficacy,  than 
any  Concluiion  that  can  be  drawn  from 
the  moll:  elaborate  Defcription  of  its  Ex- 
cellence. 

But 


(     3     ) 

But  tho*  I  (hall  only  mention  the  moft; 
evident  Properties  by  which  it  expels  the 
Venereal  Poifon,  or  corrects  the  Scorbutic 
Acrimony  -,  yet  I  am  far  from  limiting  its 
Power  of  Action,  folely  to  thofe  Secretions 
which  it  principally  tends  to  promote  \ 
fince  Medicines  often  operate  by  Qualities 
too  abftrufe  to  be  difcover'd  by  the  Senfea, 

I  t  may  not  here  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve  that  the  nobleft  and  moft  celebrated 
Specificks  are  not  alike  fuccefsful  in  all 
Cafes  j  the  divine  Powers  of  Opium  do 
not  always  folace  the  Patient  with  Inter- 
vals of  Eafe,  nor  does  the  moft  prudent 
Ufe  of  the  Bark  invariably  put  a  Stop  to 
the  Progrefs  of  an  Intermittent ;  a  con- 
vincing Proof,  that  the  moft  powerful 
Medicine  cannot  juftly  be  warranted  in- 
fallible, and  a  Reafon  too  prevailing,  to 
allow  me  the  Mention  of  fo  pompous  and 
abfurd  an  Epithet,  upon  this,  or  any 
other    Occafion. 

Formerly,    the   Lijhon    Diet-Drink 
was  chiefly  confined    to  the  Cure  of  the 
]?o%  and  Scurvy ,  and  generally,  I  believe 
B  2  it 
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it  may  be  the  moft  prevalent  in  thefe  Dif*, 
cafes ;  but  it  may  alfo  be  given  with  ad* 
mirable  Succefs   in  moft   Diforders  that 
ariie  from  Acrimony,  or  a  vifcid  State  of 
the  Blood. 

In  the  Rheumatifm,  and  irregular  Gout, 
it  is  of  great  Service,  and  alfo  in  the  Ajlh-* 
ma;  in  which  Cafes,  I  have  known  it 
afford  the  moft  fenfible  Relief ;  for  it  not 
only  powerfully  diffolves  Obftruftions,  but 
blunts  the  Acrimony  of  the  Sharp  Juices, 
and  by  conveying  them  out  of  the  Body, 
by  the  feveral  Secretions,  it  mitigates  the 
moft  fevere  Symptoms  of  thofe  Difeafes, 
and  gradually  brings  the  Bipod  to  a  more 
foft  balfamic  State. 

Since  the  firft  Edition  of  this  DhTerta- 
tion  which  1  publifhed  in  the  year  ij $7  > 
Experience  has  alfo  convinced  me  of  the 
good  Effedt  of  this  Medicine  both  in 
Cancerous  and  Scrophulous  Cafes,  where  the 
Glands  of  the  Breaft,  Neck  or  Tbroat  are 
affected,  and  alfo  in  the  Glandular  Con- 
fumption  mention'd  by  Dr.  Ruffell,  where 
the  Lungs  after  Diffeftion  have  been  found 
befet  with  Tubercles :  In  all  fuch  Difor- 
ders, it  will  be  found  extremely  benefici- 

ah 
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al  5  or  whenfoever  the  Conftitution  fuffers 
from  grofs  Humours,  as  after  che  Small- 
Pox  or  Mealies  where  the  Dregs  of  thefe 
EJjfeafes  have  not  been  lufficiently  carried 
off  by  purging  Medicines;  and  where  ever 
the  firji  is  intended  to  be  artificially  com- 
municated by  Innoculati-m,  I  believe,  that 
no  Medicine,  by  way  of  preparation,  would 
more  efre&ually  fecure  the  Patient  from* 
future  Danger. — Where  lharp  acrimoni- 
ous Humors  inflame  the  Eyes,  where 
the  female  Patient,  from  a  bad  Habit  of 
Body,  is  fubjedt  to  the  Fluor  Albus,  or 
that  kind  of  Weaknefs  peculiar  to  Women, 
or  where  the  Liver  is  obftrud:ed,  and  a 
bilious  yellow  hue  appears  on  the  Skin  with 
a  Difpofition  inclin'd  to  Melancholly;  this 
JDiet  Drink  will  be  Found  to  produce  a  re- 
markable good  Effect;  becauie,  in  Several 
Cafes,  where  thefe  bymptoms  have  pre- 
vail d  in  a  very  high  Degree,  I  have  gene- 
rally obferv  d  that  the  Event  was  favour- 
able. 

I  t  produces  its  Effects  in  the  molt  fa- 
lutary  gentle  Manner,  a&ing  principally 
by  Perfpiration,  Urine,  and  moderate 
Stools  -,  infomuch,  that  where  ever  there  is 
Sufpicion  of  a  venereal  Taint,  it  may  be 

given 
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given  with  the  utmoft  Safety  and  Succefs 
t<  'ijrfn  or  Women  with  Child ;  and 
as  Infants  are  often  infected  by  diftem- 
per'd  Nurfes,  or  fometimes  born  Heirs  to 
this  cruel  Difeafe,  this  Med  cine,  by  its 
Mildnefs,  is  perfectly  well  adapted  tq 
the  Cure  j  being  proper  in  the  moft  ten- 
der Conftitutions  and  even  in  heclic  Com- 
plaints, where  the  Ufe  of  Mercury  would 
be  highly  prejudicial. 

In  the  Cure  of  Difeares,  we  are  often 
directed  to  watch  the  Courfe  of  Nature, 
and  to  obferve  with  Diligence  the  Steps 
me  takes  to  free  herfelf  of  every  Incum- 
brance :  In  the  Venereal  Difeaje  and 
Scurvy,  the  Patient  is  fometimes  feiz'd 
with  a  Flux  of  the  Belly,  which  being  an 
Effort  of  Nature,  to  throw  off  the  morbid 
Matter  by  the  inteflinal  Glands,  ought, 
by  all  Means,  %o  be  encouraged ;  agree- 
able to  this,  'tis  evident  that  a  Medicine 
which  is  gently  laxative,  and  conflantly 
keeps  the  Bowels  open,  muft  greatly  con- 
tribute to  the  Cure,  by  affording  the  Ve- 
nereal Poifon  a  free  PafTage  out  of  the 
Body  by  the  Inteftines,  whenever  Nature 
determines  it  that  Way:  Again,  when 
the  tainted  Juices  are  thrown  outwards, 

and 
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and  deform  the  Skin  with  Eruptions* 
this  Medicine  by  opening  the  Pores  and 
promoting  a  free  Perfpiration,  will  affift 
in  forwarding  their  Exit.  In  this 
Cafe  Dr.  Robin/on,  in  his  excellent  Trea- 
tife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe  abtblutefy  con- 
demns a  Salivation,  as  attended  with  very 
pernicious  Confequences  5  for,  according 
to  his  Opinion,  it  may  refolve  the  Matter 
of  the  Pocky  Scabs,  Blotches,  and  Ulcers, 
and  oblige  the  tainted  Juices,  that  Nature 
for  her  Security  had  thrown  upon  the  Skin, 
to  melt  down,  and  retreat  into  the  Blood 
again  ;  which  is  acting  both  againft  the 
Laws  of  Nature,  and  the  evident  Maxims 
of  the  Animal  OEconomy. 

The  better  to  account  for  the  Effects 
of  the  Diet-Drink,  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to 
confider,  in  the  fhorteft  Manner,  the  Na- 
ture of  the  Venereal  Poifon,  and  the  hor- 
rid Confequences  arifing  from  it,  when 
intimately  mixed  with  the  feveral  Jui- 
ces -y  for  if  the  Virus,  which,  at  firft, 
was  only  in  Poffeffion  of  fome  Parti- 
cular Part,  is  not  fpeedily  difengaged  from 
the  Place  of  its  Refidence,  and  carried 
out  of  the  Body  by  the  Power  of  Medi- 
cii)esj    its    Strength    will   be  multiplied 

in 
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in  Proportion  to  the  Timeof  itsStay,  and  by 
Degreesitwillinfinuateitfelf  into  the  Bloody 
'till  the  whole  Mafs  becomes  conta- 
minated :  And  as  the  Fluids  feparated 
from  the  Blood,  either  in  a  found  or  difeas'd 
State>  are  conftantly  converted  into  Solids, 
in  order  to  fupply  and  repair  the  Lofs  of 
what  is  wore  away  by  the  Action  of  the 
Body  ;  that  Poifon  which,  at  firft,  was 
local,  will  now  be  univerfally  diffus'd 
throughout  the  Body,  and  the  very  Prin- 
ciples of  itsExiftence  will  become  infected. 

The  Venereal  Poifon  is  generally  ima- 
gined to  be  of  an  acid,  corrofive  and  fixd 
Nature  j  from  one  or  all  of  which  Pro- 
perties, 'tis  fuppos'd,  alrrioft  every  Symp- 
tom of  the  Difeafe  may  be  accounted  for  2 
however,  it  is  hard  to  affirm*,  with  real 
Certainty,  that  either  the  one  or  the 
other  of  thefe  Qualities  actually  refide  in 
it ;  becaufe,  we  can  only  judge  of  the 
Nature  of  the  Poifon  by  the  Effects  it 
produces. 

First,  I  imagine  it  is  thought  to  par- 
take of  Acidity  from  its  coagulating  the 
Lymph,  and  bringing  on  Obstructions 
and  Tumors,  in  the  feveral  lymphatic 
Glands. 

SECONDJ.tf, 
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Secondly,  'tis  deem'd  corrofive,  from 
the  ftrong  Tendency  that  is  obferv'd  in 
Venereal  Ulcers  to  fpread  and  eat  deeper. 
And  laftly,  it  is  with  great  Reafon  fuppos'd 
of  a  fixd  -  Nature  i  becaiife  the  Infection 
is  never  communicated  by  Effluvia,  as  in 
the  Small-Pox,  and  other  contagious  Di- 
feafes. 

The  filood,  therefore,  being  after'd 
from  its  found  State,  by  the  Acrimony  of 
the  Venereal  Poifon  ;  all  the  Fluids  fepa- 
rated  from  it  become  vitiated,  and  unfit 
for  the  Purpofes  of  Life  -,  the  Solids  are 
not  only  robbed  of  their  due  Supply  of 
Nourishment,  but  alfo  fuffer  greatly  frorri 
the  Sharpnefs  of  the  Juices,  irritating, 
and  at  laft  eroding  the  VeiTels  in  which 
they  circulate  ;  and  from  this  Caufe  arife' 
Pain  arid  Inflammations,  which  often  ul- 
cerate without  a  previous  Suppuration  of 
the  Part. 

Besides,  the  Stimulus  occafioned  by 
the  acrid  Fluids,  will  follicit  the  minute 
VeiTels  which  are  moft  fenfible,  to  con- 
tract and  force  back  their  Contents  into 
C  the 
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the  larger  Branches,  and  this,  by  leflen- 
ing  the  Diameters  of  the  feveral  Veflels, 
and  preventing  a  due  Circulation,  will 
become  the  immediate  Caufe  of  Obftrudti- 
on,  Tumors,  and  Caries  of  the  Bones : 
This  contractile  Difpolition  of  the  Solids 
is  not  at  all  Conjecture,  but  prov'd,  from 
Experience,  to  be  matter  of  Fadt :  for 
by  examining  with  a  Microfcope,  the 
Parts,  of  an  Animal  in  Pain,  that  is  found 
fufficientto  alter  theCourfe  of  the  Blood, 
and  by  the  Spafms  it  occafions,  will  drive 
back  the  Fluids  in  their  Veflels,  till  the 
Stimulus  is  remov'd ;  fo  that  from  this 
Obftrudtion  to  the  Progrefs  of  the  Circu- 
lation, Tumors  may  probably  happen, 
without  any  preter-natural  Thicknefs  or 
Coagulation  of  the  Blood. 

Indeed,  it  is  generally  thought,  that 
at  firft,  the  infedtious  Matter  adts  chiefly 
by  coagulating  the  Juices,  which  ftagna- 
ting,  acquire  a  Degree  of  Acrimony  fuf- 
ficient  to  erode  the  Solid  Parts,  but  whe- 
ther the  one  of  thefe  Qualities  precedes 
the  other,  or  whether  they  do  not  exift 
together,  from  the  Time  of  Infedtion, 
is  a  Circumftance  which  I  think,  is  very 
Difficult  to  clear  up. 

The 
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The  Vifcidity  of  the  Blood  is  alfo  the 
Confequence  of  the  Venereal  Poifon, 
which  concurring  with  its  Acrimony, 
may  produce  Symptoms  almoft  inumer- 
able,  and  tho '  varioufly  complicated,  yet 
all  of  them  depending  upon  thefe  two 
preceeding  fimple  Caufes, 

The  Globules  of  Blood  have  mutual 
Attractions,  which  increafe  in  Proportion 
to  their  Surface  of  Contact ;  and  there  are 
feveral  Properties  refiding  in  Matter,  which 
are  found  to  augment  or  diminish  this  at- 
tractive Power;  Vegetable  Acids  diffolve  the 
Blood,  whilft  mineral  acid  Spirits^  arefaid 
infallibly  to  coagulate  and  difpofe  it  to  run 
into  preternatural  Cohefions  -,  and  as  the 
Venereal  Poifon  is  fuppos'd  to  be  of  an  acid, 
or  falfo-acid  Nature*-  'tis  no  Wonder  that 
it  mould  thicken  the  Lymph,  and  bring 
on  all  the  Symptoms  confequent  of  that 
Quality,  viz,  Buboes  in  the  Groin,  In- 
flammations and  Enlargement  of  the 
Teftes,  with  Tumors  and  Obftru&ions  of 
the  Glands  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Body. 
C  2  A  VISCIJ> 
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A  viscid  State  of  the  Blood  may  like- 
wife  happen  from  a  Defed;  of  its  Motion 
from  any  Caufe ;  for  as  the  conftituent 
Parts  of  all  the  Animal  Fluids  are  globu- 
lar in  their  natural  State,  fo  (Jo  they  pre- 
ferve  that  Figure  by  the  conftant  Revolu- 
tion of  their  Parts  -y  by  which,  every  fe- 
parate  Particle  may  be  confider'd  as  a 
Ball  or  fmqll  fphere,  continually  turn- 
ing round  its  own  Axis,  in  various  DJT 
re&ions  j  therefore,  as  their  Motions  lan- 
guifh,  or  wholly  ceafe,  thefe  Particles 
muft  recede  from  their  original  globular 
Figure  and  affume  others,  more  or  lefs 
approaching  thereunto  :  But  fince  fpheri- 
cal  Particles  do,  of  all  others,  contain 
the  greateft  Quantity  of  Matter  under  the 
leaft  Surface,  their  Points  of  Conrad, 
inter  fe,  muft  be  the  fmalleft,  and  confe- 
quently  the  beft  adapted  to  compofe  a 
fluid  Body  ;  fo  that  whenever  the  Juices 
change  this  Figure  fpr  any  other  that  is 
pointed  or  angular,  they  are  faid  to  be  in 
3  difeas'd  or  acrimonious  State  $  and  not 
only  fo,  but  they  muft  likewife  become 
more  glutinous  and  roapy,  for  the  Cohe- 
sion of  their  Parts  will  be  in  Proportion 

to 
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to  their  Surface  of  Contact,  and  as  the 
Quantity  of  their  Surface  is  increas'd  by 
their  new-acquir'd  Figure,  they  muft,  of 
Neceffity,  conftitute  a  Fluid  more  vifcid 
and  tenacious  than  what  it  was  before. 

Tins  Indifpofition  of  the  Juices  will 
prove  the  greater!:  Obftacle  to  a  free  glan- 
dular Secretion,  and  the  venal  Blood  be- 
ing, by  this  Means  depriv'd  of  that  due 
Supply  of  Lymph,  which,  in  a  natural 
State,  dilutes  and  keeps  it  fluid,  will  grow 
thick  and  unfit  for  Circulation  5  its  Motion 
will  become  languid,  and  its  Return  to 
the  Heart,  thro*  the  fmall  Veffels,  more 
difficult  •>  and  as  this  Lois  of  Motion  will 
(till  become  greater  and  greater,  as  the 
feveral  Glands  increafe  in  their  Obftruc- 
tion,  fo  will  the  Blood's  Vifcidity  be  aug- 
mented more  and  more. 

The  Nature  of  the  Venereal  Poifon 
being  fuch  as  to  communicate  Acrimony, 
and  difpofe  the  Blood  to  a  vifcid  State, 
the  Cure  will  be  foonefl  brought  about  by 
fuch  Things  as  blunt  the  Acrimony,  thin 
the  piood,    and  evacuate  the  offending 

Matter 
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Matter  which  occafioned  thefe   Depra- 
vities. 

The  Lijbon  Diet-Drink,  already  men- 
tion'd,  is  eminently  poffefs'd  of  all  the 
above  Properties,  and  by  thefe  it  is  di- 
redtly  fluted  to  anlwer  all  the  Intentions 
of  Cure. 

'Tis  a  nice  Point  to  commend  with 
Judgment,  and  ftill  more  difficult,  to 
avoid  the  Imputation  of  Partiality,  in 
a  Subjedl  of  this  Kind  \ — however,  as  I 
fhall  advance  nothing  but  Truth  and 
Matter  of  Fad:,  I  am  not  in  Pain  for  the 
Event,  refpe£ting  the  Prejudice  of  Opi- 
nion, 

This  Medicine  is  compos'd  of  faline% 
penetrating  fubtile  Parts,  join'd  with  a 
foft  refinous  Baifam,  which,  together 
make  a  Kind  of  natural  Soap,  readily 
mixing  with  the  animal  Fluids,  and 
with  them  eafily  convey'd  to  every 
Part  of  the  Body  :  It  occafions  no  Tu- 
mult in  the  Blood,  nor  haftily  follicits 
its  own  Expulfion,  but  goes  the  whole 

Length 
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Length  of  the  Circulation,  and  fearches 

to  the  Extremities  of  the  fineft  Strain- 
ers. 

B  Y  its  faline,  deterging  Quality,  it 
diffolves  the  coagulated  Lymph,  and 
powerfully  fcours  the  obftru&ed  Glands  • 
whilft,  by  its  foft  balfamic  Parts,  it  be- 
comes friendly  to  Nature,  defending  the 
Solids,  and  fheathing  the  Acrimony  of 
the  Sharp  Juices,  which  before  were  con- 
ftantly  eroding  and  preying  upon  their 
tender  Fibres. 

Its  Effedts  in  the  Blood-Vefiels  feems 
fomewhat  anagolus  to  thofe  of  Oils  in  the 
Stomach,  when  taken  upon  Poifons,  or 
Emulfions  drank  plentifully  to  remove  the 
Stranguary  from  bliftering  with  Spanifi 
Flies  -,  for  as  the  Defign  of  adminiflering 
thefe,  is  to  blunt  the  cauftic  Salts,  and 
convey  'em  out  of  the  Body  without 
wounding  the  Solids,  fo  is  this  Medicine 
intended  to  anfwer  the  like  Purpofes,  by 
breaking  and  inveloping  the  Afperity  of 
the  Venereal  Poifon,  and  by  enlarging  the 
feveral  Secretions  for  its  quicker  Difcharge. 


This 
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Tills  Medicine,  therefore,  being  coff- 
ftantly,  and  for  a  confiderable  Time, 
largely  admitted  into  the  Mafs  of  Blood, 
by  its  adive  penetrating  Salt,  fufpended 
in  a  medicated  Liquor,  dilutes  and  leffens 
the  Cohefion  of  its  Conftituent  Parts,  by 
Means  of  which  the  Venereal  Poifon,  or 
Scorbutic  Acrimony^  are  the  more  eafily 
feperated  from  the  found  Juices,  and 
wafh'd  out  of  the  Body  by  the  feveral  Se- 
cretions of  Peffpiratio?2y  Urine  and  Stool* 

I  n  this  Manner  it  thoroughly  changes 
the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  from  a  diftem- 
per'd  to  a  found  State,  and  manifeftly 
works  a  radical  Cure,  without  difordering 
the  Patient,  or  leaving  him  in  that  lan- 
guid, death-like  Condition,  which  una- 
voidably follows  a  profufe  Salivation  :  On 
the  contrary,  it  rather  becomes  a  Re/lora- 
tive,  by  imparting  a  balfamic  Difpojition 
to  the  Blood,  and  fupplying  the  Solids 
with  fuch  Matter  as  was  abraided  and  wore 
away  by  the  Sharpnefs  of  the  Juices ;  for 
the  fame  Reafon,  it  will  alio,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  repair  the  Injuries  done  to  the 
Confutation,  by  the  imprudent  Vfe  of  'Mer- 
cury j 
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cury  -,  and  upon  this  Account,  I  havs 
known  feveral  who  grew  fat  during 
its  Ufe,  who  before  were  extremely  thin 
and  emaciated  by  a  preceeding  Salivation. 

Hence  alfo,  the  almofl  certain  Succefs 
of  this  Medicine  in  foul  Venereal,  or  Scor- 
butic Ulcers,  which  are  not  reftrain'd  by 
Mercury,  but  continue  fpreading  in  Spight 
of  its  liberal  Ufe  ;  for  in  fuch  Cafes,  the 
Blood  being  depriv'd  of  its  richeft  and 
moft  balfamic  Parts,  the  very  Stamina 
of  the  Solids  give  Way,  and  tend  to  a 
State  of  Diffolution. 

But,  bp  a  Medicine  ever  fo  good  and 
powerful  it  ftill  remains  as  a  Thing  of 
the  laft  Importance,  to  diftinguifh  and 
particularize  the  feveral  Cafes  where  it  is 
found,  from  Practice,  to  be  the  moft  re- 
markably advantageous, 

I  would  therefore,  from  Experience, 
in  a  very  particular  Manner,  recom- 
mend the  Lijbon  Diet  -  Drink,  in 
worn-outy  jeeble  Conjlitutions,  where  the 
Patient  is  an  improper  Subject  for  the  Ufe 
D  of 
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of  Mercury,  and  even  after  a  Salivation 
has  faird,  and  left  him  hedic  orcoufump- 
tive,  with  fpreading  Ulcers,  Eruptions  on 
the  Skin,  an  inveterate  Head-acb,  acute 
wandering  Pains,  or  any  other  Symptoms 
that  may  be  deern'd  truiy  Venereal  or  Scor- 
butic :  In  thefe  Cafes,  it  will  fweeten  and 
reftore  the  marp  thin  Blood  to  its  former 
balfamic  ^State  ;  and  from  hence  a  more 
free  and  equal  Circulation  will  again  take 
Place  i  It  is  likewife  given  with  the  moll 
certain  Succefs  to  infe&ed  Children,  and 
Women  <with  Child,  and  feems  incompa- 
rably well  fuited  to  fuch  delicate  Conftitu- 
tions,  fince  I  believe,  there  is  no  Remedy 
yet  known,  fo  fafe  and  gentle  in  its  Ope- 
ration, where  the  event  is  alike  fucr 
cefsful. 

Whoever  doubts  the  Efficacy  of  this 
Remedy,  from  its  Want  of  that  Gravity 
with  which  Mercury  and  other  Minerals 
are  endued,  need  only  attend  to  a  com- 
mon Experiment,  which  will  entirely 
overthrow  that  Objection,  vizi  The  Bones 
of  Animals,  which  have  for  fome  Time 
eaten  their  Food  with  a  Mixture  of  Mad- 
der- 
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der-Root,  do  by  this  Means  acquire  a 
fiorid  red  Colour,  even  in  their  mod  folid 
and  compact  Parts :  This  Circumftance  is 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Monro,  fpeaking  of  the 
VefTels  of  the  Bones. 

"  The  cleared  Demonftration  of  the 

<{  intimate  Diftribution  of  thefe  fmall  Ar- 

"  teHes,  is,  to  obferve  the  Effefts  of  fuch 

"  a  tinging   Subflance,  as   can  retain  its 

'•  Colour  when  fwallow'd,  digefted,  and 

<c  mix'd  with  the  Blood  of    any  living 

cc  Animal,  and  at  the  fame  Time  has  Par- 

c'  tides  fmall  enough  to  be  convey 'd  into 

<c  the  VefTels  of  the  Bones ;  fuch  is  Rubia 

*c  Tinctgrum,  Madder-Root  *  5  for  we 

<c  fee  the  gradual  Advances  which    this 

"  Tincture  makes  from  the  Periofteum. 

<c  into  the  more  internal   Parts   of    the 

«'  Bones,  and  how  univerfally  the  Diftri- 

"  bution  of  Liquors  is  made,  the  whole 

«  bony  Subftance  being  tinged. '' 

D  2  From 


*  Philof.  Tranfaa.  Numb.  442,  Art,  8.  Numb. 
443,  Art.  2.  Numb.  457,  Art.  4.  Mem.  de  l9 
Acad.  des.  Sciences  1739,  1743. 
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From  hence,  it  is  evident  that  all  the 
Parts  of  the  Body,  even  the  very  Bones, 
abound  with  Vefiels  infinitely  fmall,  which 
admit  of  Circulation,  and  are  pervious  to 
the  fubtile  Particles  of  Medicines,  which 
adt  not  at  all  by  their  Gravity,  but  rather 
by  a  Specific  Quality,  which,  with  the 
animal  Fluids,  is  conftantly  propell'd  by 
the  Force  of  the  Heart,  and  by  Degrees 
tranfmitted  to  the  affedied  Part ;  fo  that 
tho*  the  Difeafe  is  ever  fo  inveterate,  and 
the  Patient  infe&ed,  even  to  the  Bones,  pro- 
vided he  will  conform  to  a  proper  Regi- 
men, and  duly  continue  this  Diet-Drink, 
for  a  confiderable  Time,  he  may  in  the 
End,  with  the  greateft  certainty,  rely 
upon  an  abfolute  Cure, 

The  Scurvy,  according  to  the  beft 
Writers,  cannot  properly  be  defin'd  a 
firnple  Affe&ion  depending  upon  any  one 
fingle  proximate  Caufe  ;  but  is  rather  a 
Complication  of  Diforders,  attacking  the 
Patient  with  various  Symptoms,  moft  of 
which  may  be  trac'd  to  the  Fountain  from 
whence  they  fpring,  viz.  a  bad  State  of  the 

Blood : 
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Blood  :  This  Difcracy  of  the  Blood,  may 
be  occafion'd  by  tedious  and  long- conti- 
nued Illnefs,  which  weakens  the  Vital 
Powers,  by  unwholefome  Diet,  fuch 
as  that  of  Flefh-Meats,  which  are 
rendered  indigeftible,  by  being  exceffively 
dry'd,  or  from  the  vaft  Quantity  of  Salt 
ufed  in  preferving  them ;  by  drinking 
corrupted  ftagnating  Water,  or  by 
breathing  a  confin'd,  moift,  inelaftic  or 
putrid  Air  -,  but,  according  to  Lind,  thofe 
who  have  undergone  a  Salivation  are,  of 
all  others,  the  moft  fubject  to  this  Difeafe. 

It  may  be  obferv'd  of  Sea-Salt,  that 
the  Force  of  the  digeftive  Faculties  only 
ferve  to  fubtilize  its  Parts,  but  is  ineffici- 
ent to  change  its  Nature,  which,  after 
repeated  Circulations,  ftill  remains  invin- 
cibly the  fame  ;  fo  that,  without  thefe 
Salts,  with  which  the  Blood  is  over- 
ftock'd,  are  plentifully  carried  out  of  the 
Body  by  the  Urinary  Paflages,  they  will 
fall  upon  the  Glands  of  the  Skin,  in  form 
of  Scorbutic  Eruptions  -,  or  eife  By 
vellicating  and  eroding  the  mufcular  Fi- 
bres, the  Blood  will  extravafate,  and  oc- 

cafion 
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caiion  bhck  levid  fpots  efpecially  an  the 
Legs  -y  and  as  all  animal  and  vegetable 
Subftances  become  putrid,  as  foon  as  the 
progreffive  Motion  of  their  Fluids  ceafes, 
thefe  Difcolourations  will  often  afterward 
break,  and  become  troqblefome  fpreading 
Sores :  The  Gums  alfo  grow  fpungy,  bleed 
upon  the  flighteft  Touch,  and  at  laft  will 
ulcerate,  from  a  corruption  of  the  Juices 
and  the  Acrimony  of  the  putrid  Saliva. 

That  the  Kidnies  are  the  proper  ex- 
cretory Organs,  by  which  this  muriatic 
Acrimony  is  naturally  difcharg'd,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  Saltnefs  of  the  Urine  •,  and 
therefore,  a  Difeafe  brought  on  by  this 
Quality  can  never  be  more  effectually 
cured,  than  by  giving  a  diuretic  Medicine, 
which  alfo  refifts  Putrefaction,  and  which, 
by  diluting  the  Blood,  will  likewife  diffolve 
the  fharp  Salts,  and  carry  them  off  by  an 
increas'd  Urinary  Difcharge, 

Nothing,  as  Dr  Pringle  obferves, 
could  be  more  unexpected  than  to  find 
Sea-Salt  a  Haftner  of  Putrefaction  ;  yet 
his  twenty-fifth  Experiment  demonflrably 

proves 
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proves  it  to  be  fuch  ;  for  tho'  one  Dram 
of  Salt,  in  two  Ounces  of  Water,  pre- 
ferved  Flefh  fweet  twenty  Hours  longer 
than  pure  Water,  yet  be  found,  from  re- 
peated Experiments,  that  Flefh,  with 
from  five  to  twenty  Grains  of  Sea-Salt, 
putrified  fooner  than  the  fame  Quantity  of 
Flefh  infus'd  in  Water  only  ;  and  further 
obferves,  fince  Salt  is  never  taken  in  Ali- 
ment, beyond  the  Proportion  of  the  cor- 
rupting Quantities  in  the  Experiment,  it 
appears  fubfervient  to  Digeftion,  chiefly 
by  a  feptic  Virtue  ;  and  confequently,  I 
think,  may  be  juftly  deem'd  a  principal 
Caufe  of  the  Scurvy,  contrary  to  the 
Opinion  of  a  modern  Writer  on  that 
Difeafe. 

I  T  is  the  Nature  of  all  animal  Oils, 
when  exalted  by  extraordinary  Heat,  or 
long  Reft,  to  acquire  a  Degree  of  Ran- 
cidity, fufficient  to  bring  on  a  total  Cor- 
ruption of  the  Humours  with  which  they 
are  mix'd,  and  alfo  to  erode  the  Solids, 
where  they  chance  to  ftagnate  :  This 
feems,  in  a  great  Meafure  to  be  the  Cafe, 
not  only  in  the  Scurvy,  where  the  mod 

evident 
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evident  Marks  of  Putrefaction  appear,  but 
alfo  in  the  Bilious  and  Petechial  Fever, 
where  the  Blood  drawn  from  the  Veins, 
particularly  in  the  Scurvy,  fends  up  a 
putrid  ftinking  Smell,  and  appears  of  a 
dark,  greenifh,  muddy  Hue,  without  any 
regular  Separation  of  its  Parts,  after  {land- 
ing to  cool. 

T  i  s  found,  from  Experience,  that  no- 
thing will  fooner  correcft  the  Acrimony  of 
rancid  Oils,  than  vegetable  Salts  ;  for  by 
mixing  rancid  Train  Oil  with  Pot-afhes, 
it  lofes  its  Sharpnefs,  and  is  immediately 
chang'd  into  a  Soap,  which  is  a  mild,  in- 
nocent Subftance,  widely  differing  from 
the  two  Bodies  which  produce  it. 

I  n  fuch  a  putrid  State  of  the  Humours 
as  has  been  already  hinted  at,  watery 
Diluents,  tho  impregnated  with  the  raoft 
proper  medicinal  Virtues,  can  be  of  little 
Service,  except  endued  with  fuch  a  Sapo- 
naceous Quality ,  as  will  become  a  Medium 
to  incorporate  and  combine  the  watery 
with  the  rancid  oily  Parts  :  The  Lijbon 
Diet-Drink  gives  the  moft  plain  and  vi- 

fible 
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fible  Proofs  of  fuch  a  Quality,  by  the  fro- 
thy Bubbles  which  remain  on  the  Surface, 
for  feveral  Hours,  after  fhaking ;  and 
from  this  Property  to  divide,  and  mix 
with  the  Juices,  and  its  Power  to  evacu- 
ate the  morbid  Humours  by  Terfpiration, 
TJrint)  and  Stool,  it  tends  to  the  Cure  of 
the  mofl  conhtm'd  Scurvy. 

Whatever  impairs  the  Solids,  and 
diminishes  their  Force  upon  the  Fluids, 
as  long  protracted  Chronical  Difeafes,  a 
profufe  Mercurial  Salivation,  &c.  may 
likewife  be  principally  concern'd  in  the 
Production  of  this  Difeafe. 

Every  Degree  of  Putrefaction  is  fol- 
low'd  by  a  proportional  Degree  of  Re- 
folution  in  the  Fluids,  and  a  fuitable  Re- 
laxation and  Decay  of  the  Solids,  though 
ever  fo  infenfible  -y  and  fince  the  Blood  is 
melted  down,  and  the  Solid  Fibres 
over  -  ftrain'd,  wafted,  and  render'd 
effete  by  a  Salivation^  it  may,  without 
Doubt,  be  look*d  upon  as  a  Caufe  power- 
fully difpofing  the  Patient  to  the  Scurvy ; 
for  it  evidently  tends  to  promote  the  fame 
Procefsas  that  of  Putrefaction  itfelf :  This 
£  may 
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may  probably  be  deem'd  a  fubftantial 
Reafon,  not  only  why  the  Scurvy  fo  often 
recurs  after  a  Salivation,  but  alfo  why  the 
fmalleft  Portions  of  Mercury  are  fo  ex- 
tremely pernicious  in  that  Difeafe  -,  having 
often  been  found  to  excite  the  moft  pro- 
fufe  falivary  Difcharge,  with  the  Lofs  of 
the  Gums  and  Teeth,  and  likewife,  for 
the  moft  Part,  to  be  attended  with  a  dan- 
gerous Bloody  Flux. 

I  n  fuch  Cafes,  the  Mercury  will  not 
only  farther  break  down  the  Texture  of 
the  Blood,  already  too  much  deftroy'd, 
but  will  alfo  exalt  that  Degree  of  Putre- 
faction which  before  exifted  in  it  from  the 
fcorbutic  Caufe  :  Beiides,  as  LzWjuftly 
obferves,  the  Want  of  a  due  Perfpiration 
may  likewife  account  for  the  Reafon  why 
Mercury  in  Scorbutics,  fo  powerfully  falls 
upon  the  faiival  Glands. 

The  Spring  and  Summer  feem  the 
*noft  eligible  Seafons  for  taking  this  Medi- 
cine, tho'  it  will  anfwer  in  Succefs  at  all 
Times  of  the  Year,  as  may  be  feen  by  the 
Cafes  in  the  Appendix,  the  ufual  Quantity 
feeing  a  Pint   Night  and  Morning,   for 
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a  Month,  or  longer,  in  Proportion  to 
the  long  or  fhort  Duration  of  the  Difeafe 
and  the  Violence  of  the  Symptoms  ,  but 
mould  the  Largenefs  of  the  Draught 
chance  to  be  any  Objection  5  inftead  of 
a  Pint,  half  that  Quantity  may  be  taken, 
four  Times  a  Day,  with  equal  Succefs. 

I  t  agrees  with  almoft  every  Stomach, 
and  requires  no  Confinement ;  the  Patient 
may  ufe  moderate  Exercife,  and  go  A- 
broad  in  his  ufual  Manner,  but  ought 
to  conform  to  the  following  Regimen  : 
He  mull  avoid  all  Acids,  and  every  Thing 
fait  or  high-feafon'd  :  Fat  Meats,  Hog's 
Flefh,  Fifh  and  Vegetables  are,  at  this 
Time,  prejudicial  ;  let  him  live  chiefly 
upon  dry  Food,  and  white  Meacs  roafted, 
fuch  as  Veal,  Rabbit,  Fowls,  &c.  He 
muft  like  wife  abftain  from  the  immode- 
rate Ufe  of  Liquids,  efpecially  thofe  of 
the  fpirituous  Kind,  and,  at  Meals,  drink 
fparingly  of  any  of  the  light  White 
Wines,  diluted  with  Water. 

This  was  the  Method  obferv'd  in  ad- 
miniftering    the   Diet-Drink    at    Li/bony 
where  this  Medicine  has  fucceeded  in  the 
E  a  moil 
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moft  deplorable  Cafes  of  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  and  Scurvy,  even  when  Salivation 
and  all  other  Means  proved  ineffectual, 
and,  for  that  Reafon,  was  conftantly  re- 
commended by  the  moft  eminent  Phyii- 
cians  and  Surgeons  there. 

*^*  It  is  here  proper  to  take  Notice, 
that  the  Virtue  and  Efficacy  of  the  Diet- 
Drink  is  foon  deftroy'd  by  long  keeping,  and 
therefore,  'tis  neceffary  to  take  it  perfedly 
frefh,  as  it  cannot,  in  the  Heat  of  Summer, 
by  any  means,  be  preferv'd  good  and  in  its 
genuine  State,  above  two  or  three  Days, 
even  when  plac'd  in  the  coldefl  Cellar, 
where  it  ihould  conftantly  be  kept;  which 
fhews  how  egregioufly  thofe  are  impofed 
upon,  who  imagine  they  have  this  Medi- 
cine in  Pint  Bottles,  which  according  to  a 
Quack  Advertifement  inferted  in  the  Public 
Papers,  may  be  taken  into  the  Country, 
and  will  keep  for  a  long  Time: — So 
eafily  are  fome  People  deceived,  who  have 
more  Credulity  than  Decernment,  and 
wrho  are  contented  with  the  Names  of 
Things  only,  inftead  of  the  Things  them- 
Jelves,  even  at  the  Expence  of  their 
Health. 

'      SECT. 


(■29  ) 

SECT.  II. 


REFLECTIONS 

ON      THE 

Improper   U  s  e  of    MERCURY, 

AND    THE 
Manner  of  Its  A  c  t  i  o  n  on  the 
SOLIDS   and  FLUIDS. 

MERCURY,  or  Quick  Silver,  is  a 
ponderous  mineral  Fluid,  confifting 
of  very  minute  globular  Parts,  eafily  di- 
vifible,  and  the  heavieil  of  all  Bodies,  ex- 
cepting Gold  :  Its  Effedtions  on  the  Parts 
of  the  human  Body  are  various  and  fur- 
prifing,  but  in  general,  may  be  ac- 
counted for,  from  its  Gravity,  Divisibility 
and  Figure :  By  the  firft  Property,  it  may 
be .  confider'd  to  a&  with  a  mechanical 
Power,  like  that  of  the  Wedge,  &c.  By 
the  fecond,  it  becomes  capable  of  infinu- 
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ating  itfelf  into,  and  prevading  the  moil 
minute  capillary  Veffels;  and  by  the 
Third,  'tis  exquifiteiy  fitted  for  Motion 
and  Circulation,  when  mix'd  with  the 
animal  Fluids. 

The  Preparations  of  this  Mineral,  as 
apply 'd  to  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  have 
afforded  Subjed:  for  various  Opinions,  be- 
ing, by  Some,  deem'd  highly  pernicious 
and  fufpedted  of  arfenical  Qualities,  con- 
fequently  a  dangerous  Poifon,  and  abfo- 
lutely  unfit  for  medicinal  Purpofes  :  others 
again,  have  applauded  their  Excellence, 
and  zealoufly  infifted  on  their  Safety  and 
Efficacy  in  many  Difeafes,  particularly 
that  of  the  Lues  Venerea  :  But  both  Par- 
ties have  certainly  err'd  in  the  Extreme  $ 
for  the  firft  rafhly  condemned  this  valuable 
Medicine,  from  the  terrible  Symptoms 
that  followed  its  improper  life,  with- 
out ever  confidering,  that  the  horrid  De- 
valuation it  made,  was  more  owing  to  the 
immoderate  i  Quantity,  than  to  any  dele- 
terious Quality  refiding  in  it :  On  the 
other  Hand,  the  Advocates  for  it,  too  la- 
vifhly  commended  it,  without  fuffieiently 
attending  to    thofe  particular    Cafes,    in 

which 
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which  later  Experience  proves  it  to  be  ex- 
tremely pernicious :  And  yet  this  Oppofi- 
tion  of  Opinions  feems  not  at  all  unac- 
countable, for  in  the  early  Stages  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  a  Medicine,  thus  uncer- 
tain in  its  Qualities,  was  chiefly  adminif- 
ter'd  by  Empericks,  and  unfkilful  Men, 
who  boldly  gave  to  one,  that  which  had 
cur'd  another  of  the  like  Difeafe,  with- 
out any  Regard  to  proper  Dofe,  or  Dif- 
ference of  Conftitution.  Such  inconfide- 
rate  Praftice  produc'd  the  moft  dreadful 
Effe&s,  and  Death  itfelf  was  oftentimes 
the  Confequence;  for,  by  over-loading 
the  Blood  with  Mercury,  the  Patient  was 
quickly  deftroy'd  by  a  Haemorrhage,  Suf- 
focation, or  fuch  like  alarming  Symp- 
toms; fo  that  'tis  no  wonder  it  fhould 
fall  into  Difcredit  and  Neglect:  How- 
ever there  were  not  wanting  fome,  who 
by  more  cautious  and  rational  Methods, 
became  able  to  afcertain  its  Dofe  with 
more  Exaftnefs,  and  from  the  better 
Succefs  of  thdfe,  it  was  again  reviv'd  in 
Pra&ice,  and  brought  into  Efteem.  Me- 
dicines, therefore,  like  moft  other  Things* 
derive  their  Value  from  their  proper  Ufe, 
fince  we  find  the  fame  medicinal  Subftan- 
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ces  good  or  bad,  according  to  the  Man- 
ner of  their  Application. 

An  Attempt  to  raife  the  Efteem  of  one 
Medicine  by  degrading  another,  might 
juftly  admit  of  the  moft  fevere  Cenfure  -, 
and  therefore,  before  I  go  further,  fhall 
beg  leave  to  obviate  every  Obje&ion  of 
this  Kind,  by  affuring  the  Reader,  that 
this  is  fo  foreign  and  repugnant  to  my  De- 
fign  that  'tis  the  only  Thing  which  I 
would  induftrioufly  feek  to  avoid;  for 
throughout  the  whole,  I  would  only  be 
underftood  to  doubt  the  Safety  or  Succefs 
of  a  Salivation  in  particular  Cafes,  where 
a  gentler  Remedy  would  not  only  more 
certainly  effedt  a  Cure,  but  what  is  of  the 
greateft  Confequence,  without  fubjecfting 
the  feeble  Patient  to  thofe  Injuries  which 
his  Conftitution  muft  unavoidably  fuftain 
by  a  Treatment  fo  tedious  and  fevere. 

Mercury,  in  its  pureft  State,  feems 
void  of  all  Acrimony,  except  divefted  of 
its  natural  Form  by  a  Chymical  Procefs ; 
and  fuch  is  the  peculiar  Property  of  this 
Fluid,  that  its  ultimate  Particles  will  ftill 
tetain  their  fpherical  Figure,  tho'  divided 
%k  and 
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andrefolved  into  the  moftfubtile  Vapour  -, 
and  fince  it  is  fuppos'd  to  ad  upon  the 
human  Body  by  its  Gravity,  Divifibility 
and  Figure ;  'tis  highly  probable  that 
moft  of  the  elaborate  chymical  ProcefTes, 
by  changing  its  Figure,  leffening  its  Gra- 
vity, and  fixing  its  iMotion,  rather  tend  to 
deftroy  than  to  exalt  its  medicinal  Virtue?. 

Mercurials,  when  judicioufly  given, 
may  without  Doubt,  generally  prove  the 
abfolute  Cure  of  the  Pox  in  robuft  Ha- 
bits ;  yet  there  are  many  Confutations 
which  have  fuffer'dfo  much  from  the  long 
Continuance  of  the  Difeafe,  and  the 
improper  ufe  of  Mercury,  that  they 
are  unable  any  longer,  to  withftand  the 
Force  of  fevere  Remedies,  and  moft  like- 
ly would  link  under  a  Salivation  \  which 
with  a  long  Courfe  of  Abftinence,  during 
the  Progrefs  of  it,  is  fufficient  to  induce 
fuch  a  Wafie  of  the  Body,  as  oftentimes, 
is  never  to  be  repaired  :  So  that  the  un- 
happy Patient,  tho'  perhaps  cur'd  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  languishes  out  his  Days, 
and  at  laft  dies  of   a  Confumption* 

With  a  View  therefore  to  caution  a- 
gainft  the  indifcriminate  Ufe  of  Mercury 
F  in 
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in  all  Cafes  that  are  fuppos'd  Venereal  j  I 
ffi'all  venture  an  Attempt  to  mew  how  it 
may  be  hurtful  to  a  weakly  Conftitution, 
either  when  receiv'd  into  the  Blood  in  a 
Salivation,  or  where  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
is  complicated  with  others,  which  may 
be  exafperated  and  rendered  worfe  by  its 
Application. 

Mercury  is  a  Fluid,  whofe  fpecific 
Gravity  is  fourteen  Times  greater  than 
that  of  the  Blood  ;  and  tho'  the  Quantity 
of  Motion  in  the  mercurial  Globules, 
when  mix'd  with  the  Blood  in  the  largeft 
Veffels,  is,  at  firft  but  fourteen  Times 
greater  than  the  Globules  of  Blood  $  yet, 
in  the  fmalleft  Branches  of  the  Capillary 
Arteries,  it  will  be  above  a  hundred  Times 
greater ,  according  to  the  Calculation  of 
the  learned  Jljlruc* 

N  o  w  it  is  evident  what  will  be  the 
Confequence  of  this  great  Difproportion 
between  the  increas'd  Motion  of  the 
Blood,  and  the  Refiftance  of  the  Fibres 
which  compofe  its  Veffels  5  for  as  they 
are  acted  upon  by  a  Force,  one  hundred 
Times  greater  than  what  they  fuftain'd  in 
a  natural  State,  it  is  requifite  that  their 

Power 
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Power  of  Refiftance  mould  be  nearly  a 
hundred  Times  greater  than  before,  to 
counteract  the  Velocity  of  the  Blood's 
Motion  :  But  this  is  fo  far  from  being  the 
Cafe  in  a  Salivation,  that  the  Solids,  in- 
stead of  being  ftrengthened,  are  daily 
weaken'd  and  relax'd  more  and  more  , 
firft,  from  the  flender  Diet  enjoin'd  in  the 
Salivation ;  fecondly,  from  the  Addition 
of  Mercury  entering  the  Blood  at  each 
Friction  ;  and  laftly,  from  the  profufe 
and  immoderate  Difcharge  of  Saliva. 

The  great  Diffolution  which  the  Mafs 
of  Blood  fuffers  from  the  Action  of  Mer- 
cury, may  alfo  become  an  additional 
Caufe  in  overcoming  the  Tone  of  the 
VefTels,  and  help  to  deftroy  that  mutual 
Action,  and  Re-action  which  ought  to 
fubfift  between  the  Solids  and  Fluids  ; 
for,  fuppofing  the  Blood  to  confift  of  dif- 
ferent Orders  of  Globules,  which  is  the 
received  Opinion  -,  as  its  confiituent  Parts 
become  comminuted  and  melted  down 
by  the  Gravity  of  Mercury  5  the  excek 
five  Heat,  at  this  time  produced  by  its 
quick  Motion  and  Attrition  againft  the 
Sides  of  the  Veffels,  will  rarify  the  Air 
ihut  up  in  each  Globule,  fo  as  to  make  it 
F  2  pofTef§ 
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poffefs  a  larger  Space  and  diftend  the  Vef- 
fels,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  weaker  Vif- 
cera,  even  to  the  Danger  of  burfting, 

That  Air  realy  exifts  in  the  Globules 
of  Blood  feems  plain  from  their  fpherical 
Figure,  but  Qbfervations  with  the  Mi- 
crofcope  have  now  fo  far  confirmed  that 
Suppoficion,  as  to  leave  no  Room  for 
Difpute  -,  for,  by  examining  the  Circula- 
tion, Leewenhoeck  aflerts,  that  in  their 
Pafiage  through  the  capillary  Veffels  they 
change  into  an  oval  Figure,  re-afluming 
their  Roundnefs  as  foon  as  they  come 
into  a  larger  Space  :  This  Change  of  Fi- 
gure in  the  fanguineous  Globules  denotes 
the  Elafticity  of  the  Air  they  contain, 
fince  nothing  is  Elaffic  but  what  has  Air 
in,  its  Compofition. 

Nor  will  the  vaft  Force  of  the  Air's 
Expanfion  when  rarified  by  Heat,  feem 
at  all  ftrange  to  thofe  who  confider  it  as 
the  principal  Agent  employed  in  digefting 
our  Food  in  the  Stomach. 

To  the  foregoing  Suppofition,  may  be 
objedkd  the  Experiment  of  tying  a  Portion 
of  an   Artery  with  its  circulating  Blood 

included, 


(    37    ) 

included,  for  lince  no  fenfible  Swelling 
was  perceived  in  it,  after  placing  it  in  the 
exhaufted  Receiver  of  the  Air  Pump,  it 
was  from  thence  inferred  that  the  Air  con- 
tained in  the  Blood  remained  inelaflic  in 
its  natural  State  :  But  this  Experiment 
feems  fallacious  and  not  fufficiently  con- 
clufive,  for  if  the  Refiftance  of  the  ftrong 
Arterial  Coats  was  more  than  equal  to  the 
Force  of  the  Air's  Expanfion,  no  fenfible 
Enlargement  could  poffibly  happen. 

From  hence  it  plainly  appears,  that 
after  taking  Mercury  in  large  Quantities  the 
Blood  ads  with  the  greater!:  Violence  at  a 
Time  when  the  Solids  are  the  leaft  able  to 
refill  it,  and  confequently  by  its  Rapidity 
may  burft  its  containing  Veflels,  as  appears 
evident  from  the  Patients  bloody  Stools^ 
Hemorrhage  from  the  Nofe,  Mouth,  &$. 

Without  disregarding  the  Teftimony 
of  Truth,  it  cannot  be  denied  but  that 
this  Remedy  is  fometimes  attended  with 
Confequences  not  only  dangerous  but 
often  fatal,  particularly  where  a  beBic 
Fever  prevails,  or  where  the  Lungs  or 
any  of  the  fofter  Vifcera  are  in  a  decay'd 
State  \  for  to  give  Mercurials  with  Free- 
dom 
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dom  in  fuch  Cafes,  would  be  giving  cer- 
tain Death  to  the  Patient :  So  that  Saliva- 
tion is  fo  far  from  being  always  proper, 
in  every  Circumftance  of  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,  that  it  often  manifeftly  endangers 
the  Patient,  and  lays  a  Foundation  for 
future  Difeafes. 

For  the  Reafons  already  given,  it  will 
difpofe  the  Body  to  a  State  of  univerfal 
Relaxation,  which  will  become  the  Pa- 
rent of  Stubborn  and  fometimes  incurable 
chronical  Complaints,  fuch  as  exceffive 
WeaknefS)  Confwnption,  Dropfy  and  heBic 
Fever :  For  as  the  Strength  of  Animals  is 
fuppofed  to  be  in  a  triplicate  Proportion  to 
their  Quantity  of  Blood,  how  great  muft 
be  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Body  after  a  Sali- 
vation ?  Where  the  VefTels,  which  were 
before  diftended,  enlarged,  and  over-ftrain- 
ed  beyond  Meafure,  are  now  drained  of 
their  nutritious  Juices,  and  of  a  fudden, 
left  almoft  empty,  from  the  profufe  Dis- 
charge of  Saliva,  Urine  and  Sweat. 

Almost  every  one,  from  his  own  Ex- 
perience, can  tell  the  Inconvenience  that 
attends  a  fimple  Sprain  in  any  Part  of  the 
Body,  and  how  long  it  is  before  the  af- 
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fected  Part  regains  its  former  ftrength  ; 
The  fame.  Caufe,  tho'  in  a  lefs  Degree, 
will  alfo  account  for  the  exceilive  Weak- 
nefs  that  fo  often  follows  a  high-raifed  Sali- 
vation j  for  in  both  Cafes  the  Nature  of  the 
Injury  is  the  fame,  viz,  the  Application  of 
a  greater  Force  to  the  Solids  than  their  na- 
tural Structure  can  bear  ;  only  in  the  Firfi, 
the  Effect  is  inftantaneoufly  produced  in  a 
particular  Part,  with  the  Senfe  of  Pain,  and 
in  the  Laft,  the  Complaint  is  univerfal,  and 
brought  about  by  Degrees  fo  flow  and  in- 
fenfible,  as  not  to  give  fuch  manifeft 
Marks  of  approaching  Danger, 

Indigestion  is  likewife  a  Diforder 
more  immediately  arifing  from  Relaxa- 
tion than  from  any  other  Caufe,  as  is  evi- 
dent by  the  Means  which  relieve  it ;  for 
whatever  braces  the  Fibres  and  increafes 
mufcular  Motion,  feldom  fails  of  reftoring 
the  Appetite. 

The  Contraction  of  the  Heart  is  alfo, 
at  this  Time,  extremely  Weak,  and  that 
Power  which  the  Solids  ought  to  exert 
upon  the  Fluids  being  wanting,  the  Cir- 
culation becomes  languid,  the  Motion  of 
the  Blood  at  it's  laft  Ebb,  and  Perfpiration 
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is  almoft  totally  obftru&ed :  Thus  then 
that  Vapour  which  ought  conftantly  to 
exhale  from  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  being 
retained,  the  Veffels  will  be  overloaded 
with  Serum,  and  a  bloated  anafarcous  Ha- 
bit generally  enfues ;  and  fince  there  is  a 
Tendency  in  the  Blood  to  refolve  into  its 
conftituent  Parts,  when  freed  from  the 
Compreflion  of  the  Solids,  as  long  as  the 
Fibres  remain  lax  and  ina&ive,  fo  long 
will  the  Blood  unavoidably  continue  in  a 
crude,  watery  State. 

This  Tendency  of  the  Patient's  Con- 
flitution  to  a  Dropfy,  cannot  be  wonder'd 
at,  fince  that  Difeafe  is  often  found  to 
fupervene  a  profufe  Hemorrhage  from 
the  Nofe,  Uterus,  &c.  And  as  the  Dis- 
charge in  a  Salivation  is  not  only  fupply'd 
from  the  Blood  *,  but  is  alfo  derived 
from  the  very  Stamina  of  the  Solids  them- 
felves,  diffolv'd  and  melted  down,  may  not 
this  vafl  expence  of  thefe  Solids  and  Fluids 
be  much  more  likely  to  produce  a  Dropfy 
than  a  fimple  Flux  of  Blood,  or  a  preter- 
natural Increafe  of  any  of  the  other  Eva- 
cuations ? 

Ex- 

*  Vide  Rot>infon  on  Confump.  Chap.  III.  p.  4$. 
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Excessive  Weaknefs  and  a  Defect  of 
Perfpiration  may  alfo  arife  from  a  bad  Di- 
geflion ;  for  in  fuch  Cafes  the  Nourifhment 
derived  from  the  Food  in  the  Stomach  is 
not  fufficiently  elaborated,  and  enters  the 
Blood  in  a  crude,  unconcodted  State, 
without  ever  being  fo  fubdued  and  fubti- 
lized  by  the  circulating  Powers  as  duly  to 
fiourifh  the  Body,  or  render  it  fine  enough 
to  pafs  off  by  the  cutaneous  Pores. 

With  the  utmoft  Refpedt  and  Defe- 
rence to  the  Opinion  and  Practice  of 
others,  I  fhould,  therefore,  think  it  ad- 
vifable  whenever  Salivation  is  required,  to 
raife  it  by  flow  Degrees,  and  inftead  of 
the  ufual  Quantities  of  three  Drachms  or 
more  of  the  Mercurial  Unftion  rubbed  in 
at  one  Time,  to  apply  only  a  Drachm  or  a 
Drachm  and  aHalf  by  properlntervals;  for 
by  this  Means  the  Mercury  will  lie  longer 
in  the  Body,  and  have  more  Time  to  act, 
without  folliciting  its  Expulfion  at  the 
Mouth ;  the  Secretions  in  general  will 
alfo  be  more  moderately  and  equally  af- 
fected >  and  the  Patient  both  more  fafe 
and  certain  of  a  Cure,  provided  this  Me- 
thod is  continued  its  due  Time :  For  when 
a  large  Quantity  of  the  Undion  is  applied 
G  at 
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at  once,  or  too  haftily  repeated,  the  fali- 
vary  Glands  become  dilated  of  a  fudden, 
and  their  Refiftance  to  the  Difcharge  of 
Saliva  fo  fmall,  that  the  Mercury  no  foon- 
er  enters  the  Blood  than  it  rufhes  off  by 
the  Mouth ;  yet  this  grofs  Miftake  of  rat- 
ing the  Patients  Safety  by  the  Quantity  he 
fpits,  is  fo  prevailing,  that  it  deferves  to 
be  remarked. 

This  Circumftance  feems  one  probable 
Caufe,  why  fo  many  are  difappointed  of 
a  Cure  after  a  plentiful  Salivation ;  for 
the  Mercury,  when  too  liberally  applied, 
inftead  of  undergoing  feveral  Circulations 
and  affecting  the  habit  in  general,  hurries 
cff  by  the  Glands  of  the  Mouth,  and 
leaves  the  venereal  Poifon  untouched  in 
thofe  Parts  which  lie  moll  remote  from 
the  Circulation,    , 

It  feems  alfo  neceffary  here  to  take  No- 
tice, thztMercury  does  not  always  carry  off 
the  infection  by  raifing  a  Spitting;  for 
there  have  been  many  Instances,  where 
that  could  not  poffibly  be  procured,  not- 
withftanding  its  plentiful  Ufe,  and  yet  the 
Patient  was  perfectly  freed  from  all  his 
venereal  Symptoms;  which  Circumftance 

evidently 
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evidently  {hews,  that  Salivation,  though 
principally  depended  upon,  is  not  a  thing 
effentially  neceffary  to  the  Cure. 

This  I  imagine  might  be  the  principal 
Reafon  which  firft  gave  Rife  to  the  Practice 
of  curing  the  Pox  by  Mercury  without  a 
Salivation  5  for  when  it  appeared  from 
Experience,  that  the  Cure  was  brought 
about  by  an  Enlargement  of  the  Secretions, 
without  the  leaft  Salivary  Difcharge,  'twas 
highly  rational  to  conclude  that  the  Dif- 
eafe  might  be  removed  by  promoting  thefe 
Secretions  without  fubjecting  the  Patient 
to  the  Severity  of  a  Salivation :  To  this 
End,  by  giving  fuch  Things  as  determine 
the  Mercury  to  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  or 
favour  its  exit  by  Urine  or  Stool,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  ordering  aftringent  Gar- 
gles, the  Flux  of  Saliva  to  the  Glands  of 
the  Mouth  has  been  entirely  prevented. 

This  Method  is  particularly  recom* 
mended  by  Default,  was  alfo  approved  of 
and  followed  by  Dr.  Douglafs  and  others, 
and  with  a  little  Variation,  in  particular 
Cafes,  has  fince  been  practifed  with  great 
Succefs  at  one  of  the  principal  Locks  in 
Town,  under  the  Direction  of  a  very  emi- 
G  ^  neat 
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nent  and  ingenious  Surgeon,  no  lefs  re«* 
markable  for  his  great  Affability  and  a 
communicative  Difpofition  for  thelnftruc-* 
tion  of  his  Pupils,  than  for  the  many  ufe- 
ful  Improvements  he  has  added  to  the 
Science  of  Surgery. 

Besides,  the  Succefs  attending  a  Sali- 
vation ought  not  to  be  afcribed  to  any  pe- 
culiar fpecifick  Property  inherent  in  Mer- 
cury, but  merely  to  the  difcharged  Quan- 
tity of  Saliva ;  for  'tis  generally  believed, 
that  if  any  other  body  could  be  found, 
which  would  fufe  the  blood  and  occafioa 
the  like  difcharge  of  Saliva  ->  that  would 
in  all  Refpeds,  as  effe&ually  Cure  the 
Venereal  Difeafe  as  a  Salivation  raifed  by 
Mercury. 

The  Mineral,  fo  often  mentioned,  has 
been  charged  by  the  Antients  with  many 
pernicious  Qualities,  and  fome  *  Obferva- 
tions  of  a  very  modern  Date  feem  to  fecond 
their  Opinion,  fuggefting  that  it  raifes  a 
Salivation  only  by  Virtue  of  fome  Arfini^ 
cal  Particles,  with  which  it  is  intimately 
mixed,  and  which  alone  produce  all  the 
ill  Effefts  arifing  from  its  Ufe. 

Not- 

f  Vide  Gent  Mag.  June  ij 5$* 
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Notwithstanding  this  Affertion,  I 
can  hardly  believe  that  it  effects  a  Saliva- 
tion by  a  Property  fo  pernicious  as  that 
of  which  it  is  fufpedkd;  for  fetting  that 
afide,  all  its  bad  Confequences  may  be 
deduced  from  its  Gravity,  by  which,  ac- 
cording to  AftruCy  it  may  overload  the 
fofter  Vifcera,  and  tear  afunder  the  dif- 
tended  Coats  of  the  Veffels. 

This  Opinion  is  confirmed  and  proved 
even  to  a  Demonftration,  from  an  Expe- 
riment by  Dr.  Moulin  in  the  Philof.  Tranf- 
adl.  No.  192,  p.  486.  Where^by  injecl- 
ing  crude  Mercury  into  the  Jugular  Vein 
of  a  Dog,  the  mercurial  Globules  had 
burft  through  the  fmall  Veffels  in  the 
Lungs,  and  forced  their  Way  to  the  Sur- 
face, feparating  their  external  Covering 
in  Form  of  fmall  Blifters,  and  where  the 
Globules  lay  confpicuous  to  the  naked 
Eye  5  as  this  feems  pertinent  to  the  pre- 
fent  Subject,  I  fhall  take  the  Liberty  of 
tranferibing  a  few  Lines  at  the  Conclufion, 
as  the  refult  of  the  Experiment.    } 

"  From  Hence  may  appear  the  Danger 
^c  of  ufing  Mercury  inhuman  Bodies,  fo 
j*  as  to  get  into  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  efpe- 

<c  cially 
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cc  daily  in  the  Lungs,  becaufe  they  are  of 
"  a  lax,  fpungy  Texture,  and  want  that 
"  brifk  ftrong  Motion,  which  the  Mufcles 
<c  have  in  other  Parts,  whereby  they  are 
"  enabled  to  force  it  along  with  the  Blood 
"  in  order  to  the  railing  a  Salivation.  That 
cc  Mercury  has  this  Effedt  on  the  human 
£C  Lungs,  is  plain  from  what  we  daily 
"  fee  in  Perfons  that  have  been  falivated, 
<c  who  are  afterwards  obferved  to  die  of 
<c  Confumptions,  that  will  yield  to  no 
<e  Medicine/' 

Ought  we  not  therefore  to  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  in]  propofing  a  Saliva- 
tion, or  the  liberal  Ufe  of  Mercury, 
to  fuch  as  are  of  a  lax  Habit,  and  much 
wafted,  whofe  Solids  cannot  but  with 
great  Injury  fuftain  the  vaft  Strefs  laid 
upon  them  by  fuch  a  Remedy  ?  A  Con- 
fequence  ftill  more  dangerous  muft  attend 
thofe  who  labour  under  an  inward  Decay, 
and  yet  unwarily  fubmit  to  a  mercurial 
Courfe ,  for  here  the  rarified  Blood  will 
rufh  upon  the  difeafed  Vifcera  with  a 
Force  fuperior  to  the  Refiftance  of  their 
Fibres,  and  by  the  Violence  of  its  Motion 
will  break  down  and  deftroy  their  tender 
Texture;  or  what  is  equally  probable, 

will 
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will  inflame  and  bring  a  Colle&ion  of 
Matter  on  the  affected  Part,  which  burft- 
ing  inwardly,  may  quickly  deflroy  the 
Patient. 

All  the  Arteries  before  they  enter  the 
Vifcera  are  diverted  of  their  external  Coat; 
which  is  a  Circumftance  worth  attending 
to,  for,  by  this  Means  being  rendered 
much  thinner,  they  become  more  yield- 
ing to  the  Impulfe  of  the  Blood,  than  thofe 
in  any  other  Part  of  the  Body. 

The  Mercury- miners  are  always  fhort- 
lived  *,  for  in  a  few  Months  they  begin 
to  tremble,  and  fcarcely  any  of  them  live 
to  the  third  Year :  Alfo  according  to  -j* 
Ramaziniy  from  the  Authority  of  feveral 
Writers  they  die  miferably,  being  affected 
with  Paifies,  Vertigo's  and  a  hectic  Fever. 
This,  however,  feems  to  prove  but  little 
againft  the  fafety  of  Mercurials,  for  thefe 
are  Symptoms  which  feem  not  to  arife 
from  the  noxious  Quality,  but  rather  from 
the  immenfe  Quantity  of  this  Mineral. 


Gua- 


*  Fallop.  Traa.  de  Metall.  &  Foffilibus, 
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Guaiacum,  a  Medicine  formerly,  not 
lefs  famous  than  Mercury  for  the  Cure  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe,  has  its  Advantages 
in  particular  Cafes,  but  in  general  feems 
to  fall  fhort  of  the  Character  which  at 
firft  attended  its  Ufe  :  It  is  frequently  be* 
neficial  in  a  cold  phlegmatick  Difpofition 
of  the  Body,  but  is  always  found  to  be 
hurtful  in  bilious  dry  Confutations,  or  in  a 
fharp,  thin  State  of  the  Blood,  where  the 
Patient  is  hectic;  for  as  it  confifts  of 
warm  acrimonious  Parts,  which  ftimu- 
late  the  Solids  and  increafe  their  Action 
upon  the  Fluids,  the  Blood  will  flill  be  far- 
ther broken  into  fmaller  Particles,  and  ren- 
dered  more  quick  in  its  Motion,  by  which 
its  moft  fluid  Parts  will  pafs  out  of  the 
Body  in  profufe  Sweats,  to  the  great  De- 
triment of  the  Patients  Recovery  $  whofe 
Strength  mull:  daily  decline  from  the  Ag- 
gravation of  all  his  feverifli  Symptoms. 

*  From  thofe  of  its  Qualities  which 
are  fenfible  to  the  Tafte  and  Smell,  one 
would  be  inclined  to  think  it  a  valuable 
Medicine,  and  fuch  it  certainly  would  of- 
ten be  found  in  fome  Cafes,  if  given  in 

ftrong 
*  Vide  Fref.  Boerhaav.  ad  Morb.  Gall.  Authores. 
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flrong  Decoctions  with  proper  Regimen  * 
ordering  the  Patient  to  Sweat  by  intervals 
as  his  Strength  will  bear,  according  to 
the  Practice  of  the  Antients. 

There  are  two  fixed  Points,  beyond 
which  the  VeiTels  of  the   Body  can    nei- 
ther be  filled  nor  emptied  without  a  Ple- 
thora happening  in  the  one  Cafe,  and  In- 
anition  in  the  other  ;  and  as  the  ill  Symp- 
toms during  a    Salivation,    are  occafioned 
by  too   great  a  Plenitude  of  the  VeiTels, 
and  the  violent  Distention  of  their  Coats  ; 
fo  do   the   Complaints    consequent   of  a 
Salivation  arife  from  Inanition,  and  a  ge- 
neral Weaknefs  of  the  Habit  ;  and  there- 
fore, the  Remedies  moft  likely  to  fucceed, 
are  nourishing  Diet  with  Moderate  Exer- 
cife,  Chalybeates  with  the  Bark,   Aroma- 
tic Bitters,  and  the  Ufe  of  the  Cold  Bath  : 
But  this  laft  is  never  to  be  advifed  where 
the  Patient  is  extremely  weak,   or  where 
there  is  a  Sufpicion  of  unfound.  Vifcera; 
in  the  laft  Cafe  it  might  prove  fatal,  by 
forcing  the  Blood  wTith  Violence  to  the  af- 
fected Part ;  and   in   the  Firft,  it   would 
moft   certainly   increafe  his  Complaints; 
for  if  the  firft  Shock  given  to  the  whole 
vafcular  Syftem  by  theintenfe  Cold  mould 
H  fail 
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fail  to  reftore  the  Elafticity  of  the  Fibres, 
every  future  Effort  would  weaken  their 
Spring,  and  become  ineffectual. 

Mercury  therefore,  though  a  power- 
ful and  moft  excellent  Medicine  in  many 
Cafes,  when  ufed  with  Caution,  may, 
wrhen  mifapplied,  be  productive  of  many 
terrible  Confequences,  and  like  a  Sword 
in  the  Hands  of  a  Madman,  become  the 
Inftrument  of  irreparable  Ills,  *  It  acts  as 
it  is  acted  upon  by  the  vital  Impulfe,  and 
whenever  that  is  wanting  to  tranfmit  it  to 
the  difeafed  Part,  it  fails  of  Succefs,  and 
becomes  of  no  Effect. 

From  this  we  plainly  fee  that  it  has 
no  fpecific  Property  in  lubduing  the  Ve- 
nereal Poifon  ;  that  it  works  a  Cure  by  its 
Gravity  and  mechanical  Pre/jure,  and  that 
it  drives  out  the  Difeafe,  but  with  it  the 
nutritious  Juices,  which  are  the  very  Prin- 
ciples of  Life. 

*  "  Tanto 

*  Argentum  vivum,  fola  vi  vitse  aflum  hoc  ma-' 
lum  fanat,  motu  expellit.     Ideo  &  ejus   medicata 
poteftas    haud    vaiet   corrigere    veneream    tabem, 
quando  ilia  figitur  in  locis,  ad  quae  actio  Cordis  & 
Arteriarum  vix  pertingit. 

.  BOERHAAVE. 
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*  "  Tan  to  vero  eft  in  hoc  Salivatio- 
<c  nis  genere  Humorum  Pufio,  tanta  Suo 
"  corurn  omnium  Corporis  fepe  exantla- 
"  tic,  ut  nil  Mirum  fit,  fi  Spiritus  vitales 
"  una  diffipentur,  &  maxime  fi  in  hac 
cc  Terra,  aliter  laeliciffima,  ubi  Melan- 
•c  cholia  tantum  obtinet  Imperium,  com- 
cc  plures  ex  tarn  rapida  Fluidorum  profu- 
"  fione  iuccumbant  ac  pedant." 

*  Harris  de  Lue  Venerea. 
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SECT.    III. 


OF      THE 

PARTICULAR    CASES 

WHERE 

Salivation  is  allowed  to  be  dangerous 
or  ineffectual; 

AND    WHE  R  E    THE 

Lijlon  DIET -DRINK 

Claims  the  Preference. 

np  HOUGH  this  Sedion  mould  have 
■*  gone  before  the  laft  according  to  the 
Title,  yet,  in  order  that  the  Reader  might 
have  a  more  exact  comparative  view  of 
the  Remedies  already  confidered,  viz. 
Salivation  and  the  Diet  -Drink  -y  the  par- 
ticular Cafes,  where  the  one  feems  evi- 
dently preferable  to  the  other,  have  been 
referred  to  the  laft. 

First  then,  Salivation  is  by  all  allows 
ed  to  be  dangerous  in  a  univerfal  Weak- 

nefs 
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nefs  and  Relaxation  of  the  Solids,  where 
it  is  feared  the  confumptive  Patient  might 
fink  under  the  Lofs  of  a  profufe  iahvary 
Difcharge,  or  where  rhe  Vcffels  from  their 
Decay,  have  loft  their  vibrating  Power,and 
cannot  fufficiently  react  upon  the  circu- 
lating Fluids  *  ;  for  in  this  Cafe,  the  Mer- 
curial Atoms  diffufed  throughout  the 
Blood  will  not  only  prove  ineffectual,  but 
will  further  infl  me,  break  down  and  de- 
ftroy  the  difeaied  Parts,  till  at  length,  ex- 
travafating  with  the  Juices,  they  will  fub- 
fide  by  their  own  Gravity,  unite  with 
each  other,  and  torm  Globules,  fuch  as 
are  obferved  in  the  carious  Bones  or  im- 
pofthumatcd  Parts  of  dead  Bodies,  after 
a  Salivation, 

Secondly,  where  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe  is  complicated  with  the  Scurvy  -,  for 
fcorbutic  Ulcers  of  the  Mouth,  &c.  are 
by  this  Means,  greatly  irritated  and  often 
become  gangrenous  from  the  Ufe  of  Mer- 
cury. 

Bachflrom,  a  Dutch  Phyfician,  together 
with  Hoffman,  here  both  condemn  the 
Ufe  of  Mercury,  and  Etrnuller  obferves 

that 

*  Pref.  Boerhaav.  ad  Morb.  Gall.  Authores  Var. 
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that  it  is  fo  pernicious  in  the  Scurvy,  that 
the  Dutch  abftain  from  it  even  in  venereal 
Cafes,  foi  fear  they  fhould  be  complicated 
with  that  Difeafe, 

*  Kramer  alfo  informs  us,  thac  four 
Hundred  of  trie  Imperial  Troops  in  Hun- 
gary near  Belgrade,  who  took  Mercury  y 
without  his  Advice,  all  died  by  the  dread- 
ful Confequences  of  a  balivation. 

Thirdly,  where  the  Pox  is  compli- 
cated with  fcrophulous  Tumours  of  the 
Neck,  which  may  be  fo  enlarged  by 
Mercury  as  to  comprefs  the  contiguous 
Veins,  and  caufe  a  Fit  of  the  Apoplexy 
by  putting  a  Hop  to  the  Return  of  the 
Blood  :  And  even  in  thofe  Cafes  of  the 
Evil  or  Leprofy  where  Mercury  may  be 
given  with  Safety  -f-,  it  feldom  ever  effects 
a  thorough  Cure;  for  though  the  Symp- 
toms are  alleviated  for  a  Time,  they  at 
length  return  with  their  wonted  Severity. 
This,  in  fome  Meafure  may  ferve  as  a 
Proof  that  the  Leprofy,  Scrophula  and 
Pox  are  three  diflinet  Difeafes  j  for  if 
thefe  were  only  different  Species  of  the 

fame 

*  Krameri  DiiTert.  Epiftol.  de  Scorbuto, 
f  Willis  de  Dep.  Grecor. 
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fame  Difeafe,  produc'd  by  the  venereal 
Poifon,  Mercury  would  be  the  moft  likely 
to  fubdue   them  all,    however  diverfified 
by  Climates  or  Constitutions. 

Fourthly,  in  an  habitual  Diarrhaea, 
where  the  Mercury  by  its  fuperiorWeight, 
would  force  open  the  Veffels  of  the 
Bowels  and  bring  on  a  Bloody  Flux. 

Fifthly,  in  a  fpitting  of  Blood  from 
decayed  Lungs,  or  where  the  Liver  has 
been  ichirrous  for  a  long  Time  -,  for  if 
the  Obftruction  does  not  readily  give  Way, 
the  Force  of  the  circulating  Blood,  af- 
fifted  by  the  Gravity  of  Mercury,  may 
burft  the  Veffels,  or  bring  the  affected 
Part  to  Suppuration  and  deftroy  the  tender 
Texture  of  that  Bowel. 

Sixthly,  in  pregnant  Women,  where 
Mercury,  by  increaiing  the  Circulation, 
would  force  the  tender  Embroyo  from  its 
Connexion  with' the  Uterus,  and  occa- 
fion  Abortion. 

Seventhly,  in  the  infant  State,  where 
the  Rapidity  of  the  Blood's  Motion  would 

aft" 
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aft  with  greater  Force  upon  the  Solids 
than  their  tender  Fibres  could  bear,  and 
confequently  biing  on  bloody  Stools,  Con- 
vulfions  and  o[her  dangerous  Symptoms^ 
which  might  end  in  Death. 

These  are  fome  of  the  many  particular 
Cafes,  in  which  Salivation,  is  either  dan- 
gerous or  ineffectual,  as  thofe,  who  hap- 
pen to  fubniit  to  it,   will  be  convinc'd  by 
dear  bought  Experience ;   for  if  the  Pa- 
tient is  extremely  weak  and  languid,  this 
Method  will  only  ferve  ffill  farther  to  ex- 
hauft   and  infeeble   him  ;   and   inftead  of 
affording  him    the  Relief   he  fought  for, 
he  will  find  his  too  fanguine  Expectations 
ending  in  Difcppointment :    On  the  con- 
trary, in  thefe,    and   all  other  Cafes,   the 
Lijbvn  Diet- Drink,   will  feldom  ever  fail 
of  removing  the  Difeaie,   and  will  reftore 
Health  to  the  Patient,  without  Violence 
to  his  Conflitution. 

Whoevfr  defires  to  be  more  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  dangerous  Effects  of  a 
Salivation,  mav  confult  Dr.  RobinjGns  ex- 
cellent Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Di/eafe  $ 
where,  befides  the  Cafes  already  men- 
tioned, 
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tioned,  may  be  found  many  more  in 
which  it  is  highly  prejudicial,  and  where, 
I  believe,  all  candid  Judges  mull  give, 
the  Preference  to  the  Diet-Drink, — a  Me- 
dicine gentle  and  mild  in  its  Effects,  and 
which,  by  a  regular  and  long  continued 
Ufe,  is  not  only  much  more  fafe,  butalfo 
more  certain  in  exterminating  the  Vene- 
real Difeafe. 
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APPENDIX. 

With  a  STATE  of  fuch 

Confirmed  Venereal  and  Scorbutic 

CASES. 

As  have  been  perfectly  cured  by  a  Courfe  of 

The  LISBON  DIET-DRINK. 


CASE     I. 

Scorbutic  Eruptions,  Wandering  Pains, 
and  profufe  Night-Sweats,  &c. 

A  Cabinet-Maker  near  Golden- Square, 
-£**  (from  his  own  Account)  had  been 
afflicled  with  an  inveterate  Scurvy  for  the 
Space  of  Jix  Tears,  which  every  Spring 
and  Autumn  attacked  hirn  with  redoubled 
Vigour :  The  Difeafe  began  with  violent 
gnawing  Pains,  which  wandered  about 
and  became  almofl  intolerable  in  the 
Night,    but  were  fomewhat   abated   to- 


wards the  Morning. 


At 
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At  firft,  I  could  hardly  help  thinking 
they  might  arife  from  fomethbg  venereal, 
but  from  talking  with  him  I  found  I  was 
miftaken,  and  that  he  was  perfectly  free 
from  every  fymptom  of  that  Sort.— He 
had  Eruptions  on  the  Hands,  Legs  and 
Arms,  from  which  a  clear  glairy  Mcif- 
ture  ouz'd  forth,  and  growing  dry,  gra- 
dually hardened  into  thick,  korny  Cruih, 
which  at  laft  peeled  off,  and  were  again 
immediately  fucceeded  by  others  of  the 
fame  Kind. 

These  Symptoms  were  accompanied 
with  Inactivity,  and  Lofs  of  Strength, 
from  his  profufe  colliquative  Sweats,  and 
likewife  with  Wearinefs  and  a  Pain  in  the 
mufcuiar  Parts,  as  after  immoderate  Ex- 
ercife :  He  had  fometimes  a  Hemorrhage 
from  the  Nofe,  with  an  itching  and 
Spimginefs  of  the  Gums,  which  bled  upon 
the  fiighteft  Touch. 

About  two  Years  before,  feveral  frnall 
glandular  Swellings  appeared  in  his  Neck, 
and  likewife  under  his  Arm-pits,  the 
laft  of  which  came  to  SuDouration  and 
were  opened.  From  the  Patient's  Ac- 
I  2  count, 
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count,  the  Wound  digefted  badly,  and 
though  without  much  Pain  or  fymptoma- 
tic  Fever,  a  frefh  Collection  of  Matter 
was  brought  upon  the  Part,  which  was 
difcharged  by  Incifion  as  before,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Sore  made  no  Advance  to- 
wards Healing,  but  degenerated  into  a^?- 
nuons  Ulcer,  which  turned  out  tedious  in 
the  Cure,  and  was  laid  open  feveral  Times 
before  that  was  effected. 

During  the  Time  of  his  Illnefs  he  had 
tried  feveral  Medicines,  viz.  Mercurial 
Phyfic,  the  Purging  Waters  with  JEthiofts 
Mineral,  for  a  Month  together;  and  like- 
wife  the  different  Kinds  of  Anti-fcorbutic 
Diet-Drinks,  but  to  little  Purpofe. 

November  the  6th  1755,  he  applied 
to  me,  and  at  that  Time,  befides  the 
Symptoms  already  mentioned,  he  had 
great  Difficulty  in  Breathing,  and  acute 
Pains  under  his  Shoulder-Blades.  I 
gave  him  the  Li/bon  Diet-Drink  by 
the  Ufe  of  which  his  Pain  went  off  in 
about  ten  Days,  and  he  could  breath  with 
Eafe;  foon  after,  the  Eruptions  on  the 
Hands,  arms,  ©V.  began  to  fall  off,  and 

at 
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at  the  End  of  a  Month  he  had  a  good 
Appetite,  and  was  perfe&ly  well. 

The  Medicine  kept  his  Body  mode- 
rately laxative,  and  remarkably  increafed 
the  urinary  Difcharge. 

CASE     II. 

A  Gonorrhoea  of  long  Handing,  with  vio- 
lent Pain  and  PreJJiire  at  the  Neck  of 
the  Bladder,  and  a  freouent  Endeavour 
to  make  Water. 

TV/T  ARCH  the  12th  1755,  a  Gentle- 
x  man  of  a  fanguine  Conftitution,  aged 
Thirty-five,  applied  to  me:  By  his  Ac- 
count, he  had  been  extremely  ill  treated ; 
for  tho'  his  Complaint  was,  at  firft,  only 
a  Running  with  Heat  and  Inflammation 
of  the  urinary  PaiTage,  he  had  been  libe- 
rally plied  with  Mercury  and  flror.g 
Purges,  inftead  of  Bleeding,  plentiful  Di- 
lution, and  the  Ufe  of  Emollients. 

He  was  rendered  extremely  low  and 
weak,  by  this  rough  and  injudicious  Me- 
thod of  Treatment,  which  by  irritating 
the  inflamed  Parts,  brought  on  a  violent 

Pal  at 
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Pain  at  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder,  with  a 
forcing,  and  a  frequent  Endeavour  to 
make  Water,  which  he  voided  in  fmall 
Quantities,  and  with  much  pain :  This 
Complaint  at  laft  ended  in  a  total  Sup- 
pre/JionoiUrine,  infomuch  as  to  oblige  him 
to  have  it  drawn  off  by  the  Catheter,  and 
afterwards  he  was  directed  to  the  Ufe  of 

the  Bougie.- -I  found  him  feverifh  and 

weak,  and  his  Bowels  fo  tender  from  his 
preceeding  Treatment,  as  hardly  to  bear 
any  thing  he  eat  or  drank,  without  fevere 
Gripings  and  frequent  Stock. — I  took  away 
ten  Ounees  of  Blood,  ordered  him  an  Opi- 
ate at  Nieht,  and  an  Emulfion  of  Almonds 
with  the  Addition  of  Nitre  and  Gum  Ara- 
bic, to  be  taken  occafionally,  which  abat- 
ed his  Pain,  and  had  otherwife  a  good 
Effect.  A  few  Days  after  he  began  with 
the  Ltfuon  Diet-Drink,  which  agreed  with 
him  very  well,  and  gently  opened  his 
Body  :  In  a  fhort  Time  the  Irritation  and 
forcing  down  at  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder 
abated,  and  the  Heat  and  Inflammation 
of  the  urinary  Paffage  gradually  went  off, 
fo  that  at  laft  he  could  make  Water  with- 
out any  Inconvenience.  His  Stomach 
grew  better,  and  a  Gleet,  which  remained 
in  a  fmall  Degree,  disappeared  by  the  Ufe 

of 
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©f  the  Cold  Bath,  as  the  Parts  regain'd 
their  former  Strength.     He  has  fince  re- 
main'd  free  from  every  venereal  Symptom, 
and  at  prefent  is  periectly  well. 

CASE     III. 

Eruptions  on  the  Body,  an  Ulcer  in  the 
Mouth,  and  a  Bubo. 

A  Gentleman  of  Family  and  Fortune,  ot 
*^  a  Plethoric  Habit,  and  good  Conftitu- 
tion,  perceiv'd  a  fmall  Tumour  in  the  right 
Groin,  which  by  a  Surgeon  in  the  Coun- 
try was  judg'd  to  be  the  Effect  of  a  Cold, 
and  confequently  was  difregarded  $  it  con- 
tinued to  increafe  for  five  Weeks  after  its 
firft  Appearance,  till  it  became  big  as  a 
large  Wallnut,  at  which  Period,  a  Fluctu- 
ation of  Matter  was  fenfible  to  the  Touch, 
and  the  Surgeon  no  longer  doubting  of  its 
being  a  venereal  Bubo,  propos'd  to  lay  it 
open  by  Incilion,  but  from  the  Patients 
Account,  waiting  too  long  for  the  pointing 
of  the  Tumour,  in  order  to  give  him  lefs 
Pain  in  opening  it,  the  collected  Matter 
was  abfor'd  into  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  leav- 
ing behind  it  a  hard,  indolent  Swelling, 
which  would  neither  diiperfe  nor  fuppu- 
rate :  Soon  after  an  Ulcer  appeared  near 

the 
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the  right  Tonfil  Gland,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  he  had  dryEruptions  on  theSkin  with 
brown  Spots  here  and  there,  which  peei'd 
off  like  Bran  -,  this  induced  him  to  come 
to  London  for  farther  Advice  ;  where  at 
his  Arrival,  he  was  advis'd  to  undergo  a 
Salivation*  which  he  intended  to  fubmit 
to,  but  by  the  Recommendation  of  a 
Gentleman  in  Town,  he  alter'd  his  Mind 
and  apply 'd  to  me,  the  Bubo  being  at  that 
Time  in  a  Manner  fchirrous. 

April  the  5th,  1767,  I  put  him  upon 
a  Courfe  of  the  Lijbon  Diet-Drink,  which 
in  about  ten  Days  brought  the  Bubo  to 
Suppuration,  fo  that  a  Cauilic  being  ap- 
ply'd,  the  Matter  was  difcharg'd,  and  the 
Ulcer,  which  digeited  well,  heal'd  firm 
and  found  from  the  Bottom.  Towards 
the  End  of  his  Courfe,  which  was  con- 
cluded in  about  a  Month,  the  Ulcer  in 
the  Mouth  heal'd,  his  Skin  was  clear  of 
the  Eruptions,  and  he  was  perfectly  well 
in  every  Refpedt,  and  has  remain'd  fo  ever 
iince. 

The  Diet-Drink  fweated  him  much, 
and  kept  his  Body  gently  open. — — As 
this  Gentleman  had  liv'd  freely,  I  was 
oblig'd  at  iirft  to  allow  him  half  a  Pint, 

and 
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and  afterwards  a  Pint  of  Wine  a  Day  f 
—He  frequented  the  public  Diverftons, 
and  never  was  confined  during  the  whole 
Courfe. 

CASE     IV. 

A  ftubborn  Scorbutic  Head-Achy  with 
Eruptions  on  the  Body. 


A 


Clerk  to  a  Timber-Merchant,  aged 
Twenty-four,  ha^d  for  eight  Years 
paft,  been  conftantly  more  or  lefs  troubled 
with  a  ftubborn  fcorbutic  Head-Ach  ;  the 
Pain  was  chiefly  fixed  to  the  right  Tem- 
ple, and  fo  violent  by  Turns,  as  almoft 
to  reach  a  Fit  of  Detraction ;  for  at  fuch 
Times  it  generally  brought  on  a  Vomit- 
ing, like  that  from  a  Concuffion  of  the 
Brain,  attended  with  a  Stiffnefs  and  Swel- 
ling of  his  Eye  on  the  fame  Side  :  In  this 
Condition,  he  often  could  not  eat,  nor 
fleep  for  feveral  Days  and  Nights  together, 
his  Stomach  being  fick,  and  his  Head  fo 
giddy,  that  every  Thing  he  looked  at 
feemed  in  Motion.  To  ule  his  own  Ex- 
prefiion,  he  was  perpetually  taking  one 
Thing  or  other,  both  by  the  Advice  of 
Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  and  others : 
iC  He 
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He  was  bliftered  between  the  Shoulders, 
bled  both  at  the  Arm,  and  by  Leeches 
applied  to  the  affe&ed  Part,  and  frequent- 
ly took  Purging  Phyfick.  Several  other 
Remedies  were  both  internally  and  exter- 
nally applied,  but  without  the  Relief  that 
might  naturally  have  been  expected  from 

fuch  confiderable  Evacuations. About 

feven  Years  before,  his  Body  broke  out,  all 
over  with  a  moift  Scab,  and  from  that 
Time  he  never  miffed  thefe ,  Eruptions, 
more  or  lefs,  every  Spring,  'till  that  of 
taking  the  Diet-Drink. 

April  the  27th,  1757,  he  began  a 
Courfe  of  the  Lisbon  Diet-Drink,  which 
was  duly  continued  daily  for  upwards  of  a 
Month :  This  Medicine  promoted  Sweat 
and  Urine  plentifully,  and  kept  his  Body 
open :  He  found  fenfible  Relief  in  four 
or  five  Days,  and  had  but  one  Attack  of 
the  Head-Ach  during  the  whole  Courfe, 
towards  the  End  of  which,  he  became 
quite  free  from  Pain,  and  in  every  Ref- 
ped  perfeftly  well. 


CASE 
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CASE     V. 

Ulcers  in  the  Throat,  and  Eruptions  on 
the  Skin. 

CEPT  EMBER  the  3d,  1757,  a 
young  Gentleman,  Clerk  to  a  Mer- 
chant, aged  Nineteen  ;  a  Year  and  a  Half 
beiore  he  applied  to  me,  contracted  a 
Gonorrhcea  with  Shankers  on  the  Penis, 
and  a  beginning  Bubo  5  thefe  Symp- 
toms were  removed  by  a  Surgeon  in  fix 
or  feven  Weeks,  and  the  Patient  was  con- 
cluded well. — About  a  Month  after 

he  perceiv'd  a  Hoarfenefs,  with  a  hulky 
Drynefs  in  his  Throat  (as  he  exprefs'd  it) 
particularly  in  the  Morning ;  in  this  Man  ( 
ner  he  continued  for  feveral  Months,  'till 
prompted  by  the  Uneafinefs  and  Pain,  he 
had  the  Curiofity  to  look  down  his  Throat, 
which  appearing  raw  and  ulcerated, 
alarm'd  him  greatly. 

He  had  likewife  feveral  broad,  tawney 
Spots  upon  his  Bread  and  Belly,  re- 
fembling  Bran.  Upon  examining  his 
Throat,  I  found  the  Tonfil  Glands  almoft 
eaten  away,  and  the  back  Part  of  the 
Paffage  behind  the  Uvula  full  of  fmall 

K  2  Ulcers, 
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Ulcers,     which   feem'd   in    a    fpreading 
State,  and  appeared  to  be  creeping  down- 
wards;    the   neighbouring   Parts   being 
much   inflam'd  and   in   a  Manner  raw, 

September  the  5th,  he  began  a  Courfe 

of  the  Lifoon  Diet  Drink,  which  in  ten 
Days  clear'd  his  Skin  of  all  the  Eruptions, 
and  fenflbly  reliev'd  his  Throat,  not  being 
able  to  fwallow  'till  then,  without  a  vio- 
lent Pain  behind  his  Ears ;  in  a  Fortnight 
after  the  Inflammation  quite  abated, 
the  Ulcers  ceas'd  to  fpread,  grew  clean 
and  feem'd  difpofed  for  Healing,  which 
was  entirely  effected  at  the  End  of  three 
Weeks  5  however  for  his  better  Security, 
he  continued  the  Diet-Drink  a  Week 
longer,  and  was  then  difmifs'd  perfectly 
cur'd  :  The  Diet-Drink  kept  his  Body 
lax,  increas'd  his  Quantity  of  Urine,  and 

promoted  Perfpiration  plentifully.' He 

is  fince  grown  fat,  and  remains  hearty  and 
well  in  every  Refpecl,  though  he  after- 
wards told  me,  that  for  Fear  of  Sufpicion, 
he  had  liv'd  as  the  family  did,  without 
minding  any  particular  Regimen. 


CASE 
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CASE     VI. 

NoBumal  Pains  in  the  Head,  a  Caries 
of  the  Bones  of  the  Nofe  and  Palate, 
with  Lofs  of  Subftance ;  alfo  Blind- 
nefs  from  Inflammation  of  the  Eyes, 
with  Ulceration  of  the  Tonfils  and 
Uvula. 

CEPTEMBER  the  14th,  1757,  a 

Gentleman  of  a   flender  Constitution, 

aged  Fifty-three,  by  the  Recommendation 

of  an  apothecary  in  Town  apply 'd  to  me : 

About  feven  Years  before  he  had 

been  conftantly  troubled  with  no5lurnal 
Pains,  which  being  very  acute,  deprived 
him  of  his  natural  Reft,  infomuch  that 
he  feldom  ever  flept  'till  towards  the  Morn- 
ing, at  "which  Time,  the  Pains  were  con- 
siderably abated,  and  in  this  Manner  he 
continued  for  a  long  Time. 

He  told  me  that  he  alfo  often  felt  in- 
dolent Pains  acrofs  his  Face,  extending 
downwards  to  the  Ears,  and  that  in  a  fhort 
Time  after  he  had  a  Senfe  of  Weight 
acrofs  his  Nofe,  which  prov'd  the  unlucky 
Fore-runner  of  what  afterwards  happen'd, 

viz. 
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viz.  a  Decay  of  the  Cartilage  and  Bones : 
At  length  the  Infide  of  the  Nofe  was  ul- 
cerated, and  fill'd  up  with  Scabs  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  it  was  with  the  greateft  Diffi- 
culty he  could  breathe  through  it ;  to  re- 
medy which  he  was  advis'd  to  takeCaephalic 
Snuff,  &c.  About  three  Months  after  this, 
in  picking  the  Nofe  and  attempting  to  blow 
it,  feveral  Pieces  of  the  decay  d  Bone  came 
away  in  fmall  Splinters,  and  continued 
doing  fo  from  Time  to  Time;  one  of 
which  was  as  large  as  the  Nail  of  the 
little  Finger  :  The  Nofe,  for  Want  of  it's 
due  Support,  was  now  considerably  de- 
prefs'd,  fo  as  fomewhat  to  disfigure  the 
Face  3  and  in  this  unhappy  Situation,  (the 
Patient  told  me)  he  was  quite  in  Defpair 
for  feveral  Months,  and  that  he  labour'd 
under  the  moft  dreadful  Apprehenfions 
of  dying  by  Inches,  as  feveral  Methods 
had  by  this  Time  been  try'd  in  vain  for 
his  Relief. Half  a  Year  after,  a  vio- 
lent Inflammation  fell  upon  his  Eyes, 
and  for  a  long  Time  he  was  almoft  blind, 
but  totally  fo  on  the  right  Eye,  infomuch 
as  not  to  diflinguifli  the  Light  of  a  Candle. 
—•The  Patient  was  now  attended  by  an 
Oculi/l,  who  attempted  to  abate  the  In- 
flammation by  cooling  Phyfick,  a  DecoBion 

of 
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of  the  Woods,  Repelling  Wajhes,  &c.  and 
in  this  he  at  laft  fucceeded  $  but  neglect- 
ing to  treat  his  Cafe  as  Venereal,  the  Re- 
lief was  of  fhort  Duration,  for  in  a  few 
Weeks  he  was  attack'd  with  a  fore 
Throat,  and  an  Ulceration  of  the  Uvula 
and  Tonfil  Glands  :  At  this  Time  he  put 
himfelf  under  the  Care  of  an  eminent  A- 
pothecary,  who  treated  his  Cafe  judicioufly 
in  every  Refped:,  and  us'd  every  Method 
which  he  thought  bid  the  faireft  for  a  Cure: 
He  try'd  Fumigation  and  the  feveral  Metcu- 
rial  Preparations,  but  particularly  the  Blue 
Pill,  with  ajlrong  Decoclion  of  the  Woods  as 
an  Alterative  for  a  long  Time,  but  without 
the  wifh'd  for  EfFeft,  for  the  Ulcers  ftili 
continued  in  a  corroding  State,  and  what 
was  worfe,  another  Ulcer  made  its  Appear- 
ance on  the  Roof  of  the  Mouth,  about  half 
a  Year  after,  and  foon  deftroy'd  the  Paiate- 
Bone  quite  through. — The  Gentleman  who 
attended  him,  finding  his  Difeafe  thus 
uncommonly  inveterate,  and  fo  deeply 
rooted  in  his  Conftitution  by  Length  of 
Time,  began  to  loofe  all  Hopes  of  a 
Cure,  as  well  as  the  Patient,  who  feern'd 
finking  under  his  Diforder  extremely  fail, 
being  much  too  weak  to  think  of  under- 
going the  Severity  of  a  Salivation ;  and  in 

this 
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this  Condition  his  Apothecary  came  with 
him  to  me. — Upon  examining  his  Throat 
I  found  that  both  the  Tonfil  Glands  were 
totally  confumed  by  the  Ulcers  which  ftili 
feem'd  fpreading  to  the  furrounding  Parts; 
the  Uvula  was  eat  away  at  it's  Bafis, 
and  hung  by  a  fmall  Appendicle,  a  little 
thicker  than  a  Pack-thread  and  ready  to 
drop  into  the  Throat,  which  I  therefore 
fnipp'd  *  off  with  the  Probe-fciffars ;  the 
Ulcer  on  the  Roof  of  his  Mouth  had 
made  it's  Way  quite  through  the  Palate- 
Bone,  and  was  large  enough  to  admit  a 
Goofe  Quill,  infomuch  that  the  Liquids 
he  attempted  to  fwallow,  were  forc'd 
through  this  Hole  and  gufh'd  out  at  his 
Nofe,  which  obligd  him  (when  in  Com- 
pany) to  hold  his  Handkerchief  to  his 
Face,  to  hinder  it  from  being  perceiv'd. 
— September  the  16th,  I  put  him  upon  a 
Courfe  of  the  Lifbon  Diet-Drink,  which 
conftantly  fweated  him  Night  and  Morn^ 
ing,  and  though  thefe  Sweats  were  fome- 
times  profufe,  he  found  both  his  Strength 
and  Spirits  much  better  than  before  ;  his 
Quantity  of  Urine  was  alfo  increaf  d,  and 
he  had  generally  two  Stools  a  Day.  On 
the  23d,  the  Inflammation  of  the  Throat 

feem'd 

*  Vide  the  Plate.     No.  4,   the  difeas'd  U-vu/a  fnipp'd 
off  at  it's  upper  Part,    by  which  it  hung. 
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feem'd  abating,    and  the  Ulcers   look'd 
cleaner,  he  could  fwallow  with  lefs  Diffi- 
culty and  Pain,  and  had  a  craving  Sto- 
mach with  better  Digeftion  :  About  the 
30th,  the    Ulcers  in  the   Throat    heal'd 
very   faft,    and   the   Hole    in    the   Roof 
of  his  Mouth,  unexpectedly  began  to  fill 
up  with  Granulations  of  found  Flefh  $ 
he  could  now  fwallow  without  much  Re- 
gurgitation of  the  Liquids  through  the 
Nofe,  and  in  lefs  than  five  Weeks  from 
his  firfl:  Beginning  with  the  Diet-Drink, 
all  the  Ulcers  in  the  Throat  were  perfe&ly 
heal'd,  and  the  Hole  on  the  Palate  was 
firmly  clos'd,  fo  as  not  to  allow  one  Drop 
of  Liquor  to  efcape  through  it  into  the 
Ndfe :  He  was  now  in  good  Spirits,  grew 
fat  and  got  Strength  apace,   and  at  the 
End  of  fix  Weeks  left  off  the  Medicine, 
perfe&ly  cur'd  -;    though  it  is  now  near 
ten    Years   ago,    he   has  never  had  the 
leaft  Relapfe,  but  continues  well  in  every 
Refpecfl.     I  have  taken  the  State  of  this 
Cafe  (as  well  as  all  thofe  which  are  re- 
markable) from  the  Patient's  own  Mouth ; 
'tis  with  his  Approbation,  that  I  here  in- 
fert  it,    and  appeal  to  him,  and  to  the 
Gentleman  who  jointly  attended,    with 
what  firidl  Regard  I  have  adher'd  to  Truth 
and  Matter  of  Fad. 

L  CASE 
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CASE     VII. 

Ulceration  of  the  Left  Tonfil  Gland,  with 
a  large  Venereal  humour  on  the  In  fide  of 
the  'Throat,  fucceeding  an  old  Gonorr- 
hoea, and  a  Swelling  of  the  Left-Tefticle. 

OCTOBER  the  7th,  1757,  an 
Apothecary  in  Town,  aged  TWenty- 
feven,  of  a  thin  Habit  of  Body  and  flender 
Conftitution,  apply 'd  to  me  :  About  three 
Years  before,  he  contracted  a  virulent  Go- 
norrhoea, which  he  treated  in  a  Manner 
fuitable  to  recent  Diforders  of  that  Kind ; 
the  inflammatory  Symptoms  were  removed 
in  a  few  Weeks,  and  the  Running  was 
brought  to  a  good  Colour  and  Confiftence  ; 
the  Difcharge,  however,  frill  continued, 
but  having  no  Marks  of  Virulence,  he  neg- 
lected it  as  a  Simple  Gleet,  proceeding  from 
a  Weaknefs  and  Relaxation  of  the  affe&ed 
Parts :  In  this  Manner  it  remained  about 
two  Tears,  varying  a  little  in  Colour  or 
Quantity,  from  any  Irregularity  in  Drink- 
ing, or  the  Inconvenience  of  catching 
Cold. At  length  he  perceiv'd  a  Swel- 
ling in  the  Left  <Tefticle,  which  in  a  fhort 
Time  abated  by  the  Ufe  of  Mercury  and 

purging 
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purging  Phyfick  :  Not  long  after,  the 
Running  ftopp'd,  and  in  about  three 
Months  or  lefs,  he  had  a  Sorenefs  in  his 
Throat,  with  Ulceration  of  the  Left  Tonfil 
Gland,  fo  that  it  appears  plain,  his  Blood 
became  tainted  by  the  Remains  of  the 

Venereal  Poifon. Upon  this  he  told  me 

he  was  much  alarm'd,  and  immediately 
began  a  Courfe  of  Mercurial  Alteratives y 
with  a  Decoclion  of  the  Woods  \  but  tho' 
he  kept  regularly  to  this  Method,  and 
continued  it  daily  for  feveral  Months,  the 
Ulcer  ftill  grew  larger  and  appeared  in  a 
foul  corroding  State  :  In  a  few  Weeks,  a 
fmall  fiefhy  Granulation  about  the  Size  of 
a  Pea,  began  to  moot  out  from  the  ulce- 
rated Part,  which  the  Patient  taking  for 
proud  Flefh,  endeavoured  to  deftroy  by 
Means  of  Efcharoticks,  &c.  He  now 
made  trial  of  the  different  Preparations  of 
Mercury,  both  of  his  own  Accord,  and 
by  the  Advice  of  others  of  the  Profeffion, 
in  Order  to  deftroy  that  venereal  Caufe 
which  gave  Rife  to  the  Ulcer,  and  alfo  to 
reftrain  the  encreafing  Bulk  of  the  Excref 
cence,  which  he  perceiv'd  every  Day  grow- 
ing bigger  and  bigger ;  he  alfo  obferv'd, 
that  as  it  grew  larger,  it's  Appearance  was 
confiderably  chang'd,  being  much  more 
L  2  folid 
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folid  and  compact,  than  what  it  was  in 
the  Beginning  :  In  about  twelve  Months 
the  Tumour  was  fo  enormoufly  enlarged 
downwards,  and  acrofs  his  Throat,  that 
'twas  with  the  utrnoft  Difficulty  he  could 
breathy  Jwal/owy  or  diftin6tly  pronounce 
his  Words ;  and  whilft  in  Bed,  his  Refpi- 
ration  was  fo  extremely  laborious,  that  he 
was  often  obliged  fuddenly  to  rife  up,  to 

avoid  the  Danger  of  being  choak'd. 

He  apply'd  to  me  foon  after,  in  a  very 
languiftiing  Condition,  being  extremely 
wafted  and  wore  away  from  Anxiety  of 
Mind  and  the  Want  of  due  Nourifh- 
ment,  for  at  this  Time  he  was  not  able  to 
fwallow  any  folid  Food  at  all,  and  there- 
fore was  obliged  to  live  upon  Fluids,  fuch 
as  Broth,  Milk,  &c.  I  extirpated  the  Tu- 
mour with  fome  Difficulty*,  and  deftroy'd 
the  Roots  of  it  by  the  Cauft.  Lunar,  in- 
clos'd  in  a  filver  Canula,  and  cautioufly 
conveyed  down  the  Throat  to  the  affected 
Part.  The  Uvula,  though  in  a  found 
State,  was  forced  out  of  it's  natural  Situ- 
ation, by  the  Growth  of  the  Tumour,  fo 

as 

*  Vide  the  Plate.  No.  i,  the  Body  of  the  Tu- 
mour extirpated  from  the  Iniide  of  the  Throat.  2.  A 
remaining  Portion  of  the  fame  Tumour,  extracted 
two  Days  after  the  firft  Part.  3.  Small  Fragments 
of  the  Tumour  extracted  in  feperate  Pieces. 
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as  not  to  be  difcover'd  'till  that  was  re- 
moved.— ■ — A  few  Days  afterwards*  as 
foon  as  he  could  fwallow,  he  began  with 
the  Lisbon  Diet-Drink,  which  fweated 
him  Night  and  Morning,  and  proved  fo 
remarkably  diuretic,  that  contrary  to  his 
ufual  Cuftom,  he  was  often  obliged  to  rife 
from  Bed  in  the  Night  to  make  Water. 
The  Medicine  generally  procured  him  two 
lax  ftools  a  Day,  and  towards  the  End  of 
the  Courfe,  he  had  a  good  Stomach,  and 
got  Strength  very  faft.  In  a  Month's 
Time,  the  Sore  in  his  Throat  was  heal'd 
quite  firm  and  fmooth ;  he  is  fince  grown 
fat,  remains  perfectly  well  to  this  Time, 
and  is  free  from  every  venereal  Symptom, 
having  a  few  Days  ago  been  favour'd  with 
the  Particulars  of  this  Cafe  from  his  own 
Mouth. 

CASE    VIII. 

A  Bubo,  Blotches  on   the  Pudenda  with 
Shankers,  and  a  virulent  Difcharge. 

XTOVEMBER  the  24th,  1757,  I  was 

fent  for  to    a  Gentlewoman  of  a 

florid  Complexion,    aged    Twenty-four; 

after  talking  with  her  a  little,  I  had  great 

Reafon 
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Reafon  from  the  Nature  of  her  Com- 
plaints to  fufpecl:  they  were  Venereal.  As 
fhe  feemed  in  great  Pain,  and  had  been 
without  Reft  for  feveral  Nights,  I  defir'd 
fhe  would  allow  me  to  inform  myfelf 
more  particularly  of  her  Cafe,  which  after 
another  Vilit  or  two,  fhe  with  Reluctance 
confented  to. 

I  found  the  Pudenda  full  of  large 
Blotches,  which  by  Length  of  Time,  and 
the  Sharpnefs  of  the  Humours  they  dis- 
charged, had  made  deep  Spreading  Sores, 
and  excoriated  the  furrounding  Parts: 
She  had  likewife  Shankers,  with  intolera- 
ble Heat  and  Pain  in  making  Water,  and 
alfo  a  Bubo  in  the  left  Groin,  tho'  fmall 
and  without  much  Pain. — —Her  Pulfe 
was  feverifh  and  quick,  and  her  Head 
diftracled  with  Pain ;  but  whether  this  laft 
Symptom  was  Venereal,  or  owing  to  her 
Fever,  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  fay.— 
I  advifed  her  to  lofe  Blood,  and  to  keep 
the  affe&ed  Parts  clean,  by  often  wafhing 
them  with  warm  Milk  and  Water,  The 
next  Day  She  began  a  Courfe  of  the  Lisbon 
Diet-Drink,  which  agreed  perfectly  weli 
with  her  Stomach,  and  never  made  her 
the  leaft  lick ;  it  ufually  gave  her  two  or 
three  lax  Stools  a  Day,  Sweated  her  pro- 

fufely 
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fufely  after  fhe  had  taken  it.  at  Night,  and 
in  the  Day-time,  particularly  increas'd 
her  Quantity  of  Urine.  The  Heat  in 
making  Water  foon  went  off,  and  alfo  the 
Pain  in  her  Head  j  in  about  ten  Days  the 
Difcharge  from  the  Ulcers  and  Vagina 
was  much  abated,  but  upon  her  ufing  vi- 
olent Exercife,  returned  in  a  more  than 
ufual  Quantity  ting'd  with  Blood,  how- 
ever it  gradually  diminifhed  again,  and  at 
laft  entirely  went  off:  She  purfued  this 
Courfe  about  a  Month,  during  which  the 
Bubo  difpers'd,  and  the  Sores  on  the  Pu- 
denda were  perfectly  healed  without  any 
external  Application,  excepting  the  Lotion 
of  Milk  and  Water,  which  was  neceflary 
to  keep  the  Parts  clean,  She  has  ever 
fmce  remain'd  free  from  every  venereal 
Symptom,  and  is  at  this  Time,  in  perfect 
Health. 

CASE     IX. 

Pain  in  the  Head,  Eruptions  on  the  Skin, 
with  Shunters  on  the  Glansand  Prepuce. 

A  Gentleman  of  a  Plethoric  Habit  and 
ftrong   Conftitution,  aged  Twenty- 
eight  or  thereabouts,  contracted  a  virulent 

Conor- 
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Gonorrhoea,  with  Heat  and  Inflammation 
in  the  urinary  Paffage,  which  by  the  Me- 
dicines he  took  difappeared,  and  in  a  few 
Weeks  he  was  concluded  perfe&ly  cured. 
He  remain'd  well  for  about  three  Months, 
and  then  became  much  difordered  with  a 
Pain  in  his  Head,  grew  liftlefs  and  in- 
active, with  a  Senfe  of  Weight  and  Sore- 
nefs  over  his  whole  Body  5  Shankers  ap- 
pear'd  at  the  fame  Time  on  the  Glans 
and  Prepuce,  which  totally  eat  away  the 
Frcenum.  By  the  Ufe  of  Mercurials  and 
other  Medicines,  the  Sores  on  the  Penis 
heal'd  in  a  few  Months,  but  appear'd  again 
in  a  fhort  Time  without  any  frefh  Con- 
tradlion  5  his  Legs  and  Arms  likewife 
broke  out  with  dry  crufty  Scabs,  and  on 
feveral  Parts  of  his  Body  there  were 
tawny  colour'd  Spots,  which  peel'd  off 

like  Bran. -Thefe  were  his  Symptoms 

when  he  apply 'd  to  me,  except  that  his 
Head-ach  was  fomewhat  reliev'd  on  the 
Appearance  of  the  Eruptions,  and  the 
Shankers  feem'd  partly-  clofing  on  one 
Place  with  a  hard  unequal  Cicatrix,  and 

breaking  out  in  another.— February  the 

1 6th,  1758,  he  began  a  Courfe  of  the 
Lisbon  Diet-Drink,  which  produced  a  very 
fenfible  Alteration  for  the  better  in  a  few 
Days,  the  Sores  on  the  Penis  looking  lefs 

in- 
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inflam'd,  and  fome  of  the  Blotches  o.n 
the  Legs  and  Arms  beginning  to  fail  offs 
from  .this  Time  he  daily  continued  grow- 
ing better,  and  in  the  Space  of  a  Fort- 
night, his  Skin  was  fmooth  and  clear  of 
the  Eruptions,  and  in  all  other  Refpedts 
he  was  perfectly  well* 

The  Medicine  generally  procured  him 
two  lax  Stools  a  Day,  remarkably  pro* 
moted  the  urinary  Difcharge,  and  in  the 
Morning  he  conflantly  iound  a  Moiilure 
on  the  Skin  from  his  encreafed  Peripira- 

tion. The  Diet-Drink  was  continued 

near  a  Month  for  his  greater  Security. 

He  has  ever  fince  enjoyed  a  better  State 
of  Health  than  ufual,  is  grown  fat,  and 
at  prefent  is  hearty  and  well. 

CASE,     X. 

Nocturnal  Pains  in  the  Head,  with  a 
Shanker  on  the  Prepuce,  and  hard  gla?i~ 
dular  Swellings  under  the  Chin,  and 
behind  the  Ears,  after  a  salivation. 

JU  L  Y  the  25th,   1748,  an   Officer  in 
the  Army  of  a  flender  Habit  of  Body, 
aged  Thirty-three  or  thereabouts,  apply 'd 
M  to 
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to  me  on  the  Day  of  his  Arrival  in  Loft- 
don  >  from  a  diftant  Part  of  the  Country, 
where  he  had  undergone  a  Salivation,  for 
an  old  venereal  Complaint,  which  by  that 
Means  was  relieved  for  a  Time,  but  not 
totally  cured  :  he  told  me  that  fometime 
after  the  Salivation  his  Symptoms  return'd 
and  were  flill  evidently  venereal,  and  that 
he  was  advifed  to  take  a  Decoction  of  the 
Woods,  with  the  Solution  of  Sublimate, 
which  he  thought  of  fome  Service  to  him 
at  firft,  but  though  he  purfued  the  Ufe  of 
it  for  a  long  Time,  he  again  became  bad 
as  ever,  and  therefore  being  vaftly  diffatis- 
iied  and  uneafy,  he  hafiened  up  to 
Town. 

When  he  came  to  me,  he  was  very 
much  emaciated,  and  told  me  that  he  had 
never  rightly  regained  his  former  Strength 
•after  the  Salivation :  At  this  Time,  he 
was  conftantly  troubled  with  noclurnal 
Pains  every  Night,  which  hinder'd  him 
from  fleeping  'till  the  Morning  when  they 
abated ;  he  had  alfo  a  Sbanker  on  the 
Prepuce,  and  the  Glands  under  his  Chin, 
and  behind  the  Ears  were  hard,  painful 
and  much  enlarged. —lie  began  a  Courfe 
of  the  Lijbon  Diet -Drink,  which  procur'd 
him  -almoft  immediate  Relief;  for  in  five 

or 
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or  fix  Days  the  nocturnal  Pains  in  the 
Head  were  exceedingly  abated,  and  the 
Shanker  healed  very  foon  after  ;  the  glan- 
dular Swellings  indeed,  did  not  totally  dif- 
appear  'till  towards  the  End  of  five  Weeks, 
at  which  Time  he  left  off  the  Medicine, 
and  was  perfectly  free  from  all  his  Vene- 
real Symptoms. 

.As  he  was  apt  to  catch  Cold  upon  flight 
Occafions,  I  advifed  him  to  take  the  Bark, 
and  make  Ufe  of  the  Cold-Bath ;  but 
as  he  was  ordered  abroad  with  the  Troops 
a  few  Weeks  after,  I  know  not  whether 
he  did  or  no. 


CASE    XL 

A  Schirrous  Tumour  of  the  Tefticle. 

A  Sea-faring  Gentleman  apply 'd  to  me, 
"*  with  a  hard  fchirrhous  Swelling  of 
the  left  Tefticle,  about  the  Size  of  a  large 
Hen's  Egg,  which  he  concluded  Venereal, 
as  it  appeared  without  any  Bruifeor  exter- 
nal Injury  -,  and  this  Conjecture  feem'd 
the  more  probable,  as  he  told  me  he  had 
lived  with  great  Freedom,  for  fome  Time 
before  %  though  in  Reality  he  had  not 
M  2  one 
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*me  Symptom  befides,  that  in   the  lealt 
tended  to  confirm  fach  a  Sufpicion. 

I  Imagined  that  perhaps  he  had 
been  taking  Mercurials,  and  that  he  had 
got  Cold  with  them,  or  that  the  Swel- 
ling arofe  from  the  Stoppage  of  a  Run- 
ning, but  he  pofitively  allured  me  this 
was  not  the  Cafe,  and  that  he  firfl:  per- 
ceived the  Swelling  as  he  fat  in  a  Coffee 
Houfe  after  coming  from   the  Exchange, 

At  firfl:  he  applied  to  an  Apothecary, 

who  had  bled  him  two  or  three  Times, 
fomented  and  poulticed  the  Part,  and  given 
him  Medicines  for  a  Fortnight  without 
any  Abatement  in  the  Size  of  the  Tu- 
mour.— —September  the  12th,  1758,  he 
came  to  me  in  the  Situation  already  men- 
tion'd  -,  I  ordered  him  a  Bag-Trufs  to  fuf- 
pend  the  Scrotum,  and  immediately  put. 
him  upon  a  Courfe  of  the  Diet-Drink, — 
For  the  firft  Week  I  could  perceive  no 
fenfible  Change  in  the  Parts  in  about  ten 
or  twelve  Days  it  grew  much  fofter  and 
began  to  decreafe  in  Bulk  very  faft. — He 
continued  the  Medicine  for  a  Month  or 
upwards;  in  whi?h  Time  both  the  Hard- 
nefs  and  Swelling  totally  difappear'd,  and 
the  Tefticle  was  reduced  to  its  natural 
Ske, 

-In 
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In  this  Gentleman  the  Diet-Drink 
©perated  by  Stool  and  plentiful  Sweats  at 
Night,  and  did  not  feem  much  to  affe£t 
the  Urinary  Discharge. 

CASE     XII. 

&V indent  Gonorrhoea  of  long  Continuance. 

CTOBER  the  29th,  1758,  a 
Tradefman  aged  Thirty-five,  or 
thereabouts,  apply'd  to  me,  with  an  old 
Gonorrhoea  of  near  eight  Months  (landing  ; 
he  had  taken  a  great  Quantity  of  Mercury 
and  purging  Phyfic  alternately,  which 
generally  relieved   him  lor  a   Time,  but 

did   not   eradicate    the   Difeafe.- The 

Running  was  virulent  when  he  came  to 
me,  and  flain'd  his  Linnen  with  a  deep 
yellowifli  green  Colour :  The  Difcharge 
was  alfo  large  in  Quantity,  and  what  with 
his  Diforder,  and  repeated  Dofes  of  ftrong 
Phyfic,  &c.  he  was  brought  extremely  low 
and  had  a  violent  Pain  acrofs  the  fmall  of 
his  Back.  Qcloher  the  30th,  he  began  with 
the  Diet-Drink,  and  rin  about  three 
Weeks  he  was  perfectly  well,  without 
any  Relapfe. 

CASE 
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CASE     XIII. 

Old  Shankers  on  the  Prepuce,    breaking 
out  again  after  a  Salivation. 

APRIL  the  21ft,  % 1759,  a  Gentle- 
man  of  Fortune  applied  to  me  ;  he 
was  of  a  very  thin  delicate  Habit  of 
Body,  and  appear'd  confumptive : — — 
He  told  me  that  a  few  Months  before, 
he  had  been  recommended  to  me  by  a 
Gentleman  at  Plymouth,  for  the  Cure 
of  an  old  venereal  Complaint,  and  that 
he  came  to  London  accordingly  -,  but 
on  his  Arrival  in  Town,  he  was  per- 
fuaded  to  undergo  a  Salivation,  which 
he  fubmitted  to,  and  by  which,  the 
Symptoms  of  his  Difeafe  were  carried  off 
for  a  Time :— The  Violence  of  this 
Courfe  greatly  impaired  his  Strength,  and 
left  him  in  a  very  languid  Condition  | 
but  what  was  much  worfe,  brought  upon 
him  a  Spitting  of  Blopd  from  the  Lungs* 
which  in   the  End,  prov'd   the  Occafion 

of  his  Death.— -A  few  Weeks  after 

the  Salivation,  the  old  Shankers  on  the 
Prepuce  again  broke  out,  which  was  the 
Reafon  of  his  applying  to  me :— I  gave 
him  the  Diet-Drink  for  near  three  Weeks, 

by 
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by  which  the  Shankers  were  healed  with- 
out any  Relapfe. -He  afterwards  left 

Town,  and  went  to  his  Father's  Country- 
Seat  in  Huntingtcnfiire,  where  I  heard 
that  he  languished  feveral  Months,  and 
being  worn  away  to  a  Skeleton,  at  laft 
funk  under  the  Spilling  of  Blood  and  his 
other  confumptive  Ailments. 

CASE     XIV, 

Of  Four  Years  Continuance,  with  Swel- 
ling of  the  Te/licles,  Excrefcenfes  on  the 
Glans  and  Prepuce,  and  Blotches  on 
the  Head  and  Eody. 

A  Gentleman  of  a  Plethoric  Habit,  and 
*  fomewhat  corpulent,  aged  Thirty- 
two,  near  four  Years  ago  contracted  a  vi- 
rulent Gonorrhoea  with  Shankers  on  the 
Glans  and  Prepuce,  which  by  rubbing  in 
the  mercurial  Ointment,  and  the  Ufe  of 
internal  Medicines  difappeared;  but  in  a 
fhort  Time  returned  again  :  Upon  repeat- 
ing the  Medicines  and  mercurial  Oint- 
ment, the  Symptoms  went  off  as  before, 
and  the  Patient  feem'd  very  well  for  fome 
Time,  though  by  the  Event,  'twas  plain 
his  Cure  was  only  palliative.- — —In  a  few 
Months  after,  the  Difeafe  broke  out  with 
all  the   Symptoms  of  a   confirmed   Pox, 

the 
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the  Patient  being  conftantly  troubled  with 
no£lumal  Pains \  particularly  in  his  Shins  % 
and  alfo  with  Eruptions  on  his  Head, 
Arms,  and  other  Parts  of  the  Body, 
which  in  a  little  Time  turned  to  deep 
crufly  Scabs,  defrroying  the  Skin  and  cel- 
lular Membrane  down  to  the  Muicles, 
and  leaving  the  Part  with  hard  unequal 
Lumps,  or  Cicatrices  of  a  livid  bluifh 
Colour, 

The  Te/licles  were  enormoufly  en^ 
larged,  particularly  the  left,  which  was 
cncreafed  to  the  Bulk  of  a  Goofe-Egg; 
the  Swelling  of  the  other,  though  not  fo 
large,  was  of  a  whole  Year's  ftanding,  and 
fo  extremely  hard,  as  ftriftly  to  be  call'd 

a  perfect  Scbirrm* There   was  fome 

Running,  though  but  little,  and  the 
Glans  and  Prepuce  were  befet  with  Warts^ 
or  rather  flefhy  Excrefcencies,  which  I 
extirpated,  though  fome  of  them  began 
to  wafle  away  by  the  Effect  of  the  Me- 
dicine ,  one  in  particular,  fo  exactly  re- 
fembling  a  Rasberry\  as  hardly  at  a  Dif- 
tance  to  be  diftinguiihed  from  it. 

Being  recommended  to  me  by  a  Gen- 
tleman, which  was  a  near  Relation  of  his; 
April  the  loth,    i/6o,  I  directed  him  a 
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Courfe  of  the  Lisbon  Diet-Drink,  which 
f'weated  him  gently,  and  generally  pro- 
cured him  two  or  three  lax  Stools  a  Day. 
On  the  22d  of  the  fame  Month,  on  his 
being  difappointed  of  feeing  me,  I  received 
a  Line  from  him  with  the  following  Ac- 
count, viz.  "  That  his  Symptoms  were 
u  much  abated,  and  every  Thing  chang'd 
"  for  the  better  -,  that  the  hard  Lumps 
<c  which  lay  under  the  difcolour'd  Places 
<£  on  the  Arm,  &c.  were  vanished,  and 
u  that  the  Tefticles  were  gradually  falling 
"  in  Size",  though  the  Swelling  on  one 
of  them,  was  of  a  whole  Years  {landing, 

and  in  a  Manner  fchirrous. -He  thus 

continued  daily  growing  better,  and  in 
lefs  than  a  Month,  the  Skin  was  perfectly 
fmooth,  and  his  Head  clear  of  the 
Eruptions,  the  Tefticles  free  from  all  Pain 
and  Hardnefs,  and  reduced  to  their  natu- 
ral State. 

During  the  Courfe,  the  Scrotum  was 
fufpended  in  a  Bag-Trufs,  and  for  his 
greater  Security,  the  Diet-Drink  was  con- 
tinued a  while  longer,  and  he  is  now  per- 
fectly well. 

N  CASE 
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CASE     XV. 

Scurffy  Eruptions,  like  Bran  on  the  Head 
and  different  Parts  of  the  Body. 

SEPTEMBER  the  27th,  1760,  an  Of- 
ficer in  the  Army,  about  the  Age  of 
Twenty-feven,  applied  to  me :— He  feem'd 
Hale  and  ftrong,  though  he  told  me  he 
had  fuffered  much  by  frequent  venereal 
complaints  and  the  immoderate  Ufe  of 
Mercury,  which  had  greatly  lowered  his 
Strength  and  impaired  his  Conftitution. 

At  this  Time  he  had  no  venereal 
Symptoms,  though  different  Parts  of  his 
Body,  particularly  his  Head,  was  loaden. 
with  vaft  Quantities  of  a  white  dry  Scurf  I 
which  fell  from  it  like  coarfe  Powder  and 
was  extremely  troublefome  and  difagreea- 

ble. -He  took  the  Diet-Drink,  which 

kept  him  gently]  laxative,  increas'd  his 
Quantity  of  Urine,  and  at  the  End  of  one 
Month,  his  Skin  was  fmooth  and  totally 
clear  of  the  Eruption, 

CASE 
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CASE    XVI. 

Scorbutic  Ulcer  on  the  Leg. 

A  Gentlewoman  near  Tower-HzU,  aged 
Forty-five  or  thereabouts,  of  a  very 
thin  and  delicate  Habit  of  Body,  applied 
to  me  with  a  large  fpreading  Ulcer  on  the 
Leg,  of  long  ftanding:  She  had  taken 
many  Medicines  and  ufed  every  Method 
recommended  to  her  from  Time  to  Time, 
though  the  Sore  made  not  the  lean:  Ad- 
vance towards  healing. — April  the  15th, 
1761,  fhe  began  a  Courfe  of  the  Lifbon 
Dtet-Drink,  which  fhe  took  very  regu- 
larly for  the  Space  of  a  Month,  by  which 
her  Constitution  was  greatly  changed  for 
the  better,  and  at  the  Time  of  leaving  off 
the  Medicine,  the  Ulcer  was  at  the  Point 
©f  healing. 

CASE     XVII. 

Schirrous  Teflicle; 

A  UGUST   the  25th,     1761,    a   Sea- 
faring  Gentleman  in  the  Merchant's 
Service,  near   Rat 'cliff  Crofs,  wTas  recom- 
mended to  me ;  he  had  an  enlarged  Te.fti- 
cle,  with  a  very  extraordinary  Degree  of 
N  z  Hard-, 
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Hardnefs ;  but  being  well  in  other  Ref- 
pedis,  whether  it  might  originally  pro- 
ceed from  a  venereal  Caufe  or  external 
Violence,  I  could  not  eafily  determine. 
By  the  Ufe  of  the  Diet-Drink,  which  in- 
creafed  the  urinary  Difcharge  and  gently 
fvveated  him,  at  the  fame  Time  keeping 
his  Body  lax,  the  Tumor  and  Hardnefs 
of  the  Tefticle  was  totally  gone,  in  the 
Space  of  five  Weeks,  and  fometime  after 
he  went  from  England  on  a  Voyage  to 
Sea,  perfectly  well  and  free  from  his 
Complaint. 

CASE     XVIII. 

Enlargement  of  the  Te/Ikles,  with  thick 
fcaly  Eruptions,  and  a  preternatural 
Induration  aod  Thicknefs  of  the  Scro- 
tum and  Coats  of  the  Te/les. 

A  Tradefman  near  Great  George-Street \ 
*  Weftminller \  aged  Thirty,  applied  to 
me  September  the  27th,  1761.  About 
ten  or  twelve  Months  before  that  Time* 
he  had  contracted  a  venereal  Complaint, 
which  firft  fhewed  itfelf  by  the  Appear- 
ance of  a  Shanker  on  the  Glans ;  he  had 
taken  different  Medicines  from  Time  to 
Time  before  he  came  to  me,  but  finding 

both 
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both  Teflicks  for  the  lad  four  or  five 
Months  enormoufly  enlarged,  and  the 
Scrotum  praeternaturally  thickened  and  in- 
durated with  thick  crufty  Scales  which  did 
not  in  the  leaft  give  Way  to  any  thing 
he  had  taken,  he  was  recommended  to 
me  by  his  Apothecary  for  Advice  :  I  di- 
rected him  to  fufpend  the  Scrotum  m  a 
Bag-Trufs  and  put  him  upon  a  Courfe  of 
the  Diet-Drink,  by  which  the  Swelling 
of  the  Teftes  gradually  difappeared,  the 
Scrotum  threw  off  it's  thick  crufty  Scab, 
and  the  Shanker  on  the  Penis  heal'd;  fa 
that  in  the  Space  of  little  more  than  a 
Month  he  left  off  the  Medicine  perfectly 
cured,  and  has  continued  in  Health  ever 
fince. 

CASE     XIX. 
Scorbutic  Ulcer  and  Swelling  of  the  Leg. 

A  Military  Gentleman  of  a  grofs  Habit 
of  Body,  aged  Twenty -eight,  ap- 
plied to  me  with  a  Scorbutic  Sore  on  the 
Leg,  which  he  attributed  to  irregular 
living,  with  the  Excefs  of  Heats  and  Cold 
which  he  was  obliged  to  undergo  with 
the  Troops  abroad.  He  told  me  that  the 
Beginning  of  it  was  owing  to  his  wadeing 

iu 
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in  the  Swamps,  where  the  Skin  happened 
to  be  grazed  from  his  Shin,  and  that  he 
believed  the  Sore  was  poifoned  with  the 
putrid  ftagnating  Water,  which,  together 
with  the  conftant  motion  of  the  Part  by 
Walking,  occafioned  it  to  fwell :  At  the 
Time  I  faw  it  the  Ulcer,  though  not  very 
large,  was  deep,  fordid  andpainful,  with 
thick  callous  Lips,  and  a  great  Degree  of 
Blacknefs  and  Tenlion  upon  the  furround* 
ing  Parts. 

I  desired  him  to  keep  it  in  a  hori- 
zontal Pofition  and  to  give  it  Eafe,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  direfted  it  to  be  poul- 
ticed and  fomented  twice  a  Day. No- 
vember 10,  1 76 1,  he  began  a  Courfe  of 
the  Lisbon  Diet-Drink,  which  purged 
him  gently  and  encreafed  the  urinary  Dis- 
charge :  By  this  Method  regularly  con- 
tinued for  five  Weeks,  the  Ulcer  was 
healed,  the  Swelling  of  the  Leg  entirely 
fubfided,  and  his  Habit  of  Body  was 
much  changed  in  all  Refpe&s  for  the 
better. 


CASE 
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CASE    XX. 

Scurf  and  Morphew  on  the  Hands,  Face 
and  Body. 

Tf  EBRUARY  the  5th,  1762,  a  Trades- 
man at  Brentford  applied  to  me  for 
the  Diet-Drink :  His  Skin,  particularly 
his  Hands  and  Face,  was  thickly  covered 
with  a  white  thin  Pellicle  like  Gold-Bea- 
ters  Skin,  which  from  Time  to  Time 
peeFd  off,  and  w$s  again  fucceeded  by 
more  of  the  fame  Kind  :  By  taking  the 
Diet-Drink  one  Month,  the  Appearance 
of  the  Complaint  was  changed,  and  he 
found  himfelf  fo  much  better  that  he  con- 
tinued taking  it  forfeven  Weeks,  in  which 
Time  his  Skin  was  fifty  finooth  and  free 
from  the  Eruption,  and  he  left  off  the 
Medicine  in  all  Refpedts  perfectly  well. 

CASE    XXL 

Scorbutic  Gout,    with  Eruptions   on  the 
Head. 

A  Gentleman  of  Fortune,  aged  forty- 
*      five,  of  lax  Fibres  and  much  ema- 
ciated, wras  recommended  to  me  for  Ad- 
vice 1 
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vice  ;  he  laboured  under  fuch  a  Compli- 
cation of  Diforders  as  are  not  eafily  to  be 
enumerated  :  He  had  been  fubjedt  to  ma- 
ny fevere  Attacks  of  the  Gout,  infomuch 
that  his  Hands,  Wrifts  and  Fingers  were 
fo  contracted  and  enervated  that  he  was 
not  able  to  Write  nor  to  hold  a  Pen  ;  his 
Afpedt  was  extremely  pale,  his  Pulfe 
weak  and  languid  and  he  had  Eruptions 
on  the  Head  -,  in  fliort,  he  laboured  under 
every  Symptom  which  indicated  a  fhat- 
iered  Conftitution  and  an  impoverifh'd 
State  of  the  Blood,  with  great  Decay  of 
bodily  Strength. 

April  the  27th,  1762,  he  began  a 
Courfe  of  the  Lisbon  Diet-Drink,  which 
agreed  with  him  perfe&ly  well ;  in  the 
Space  of  a  Month  the  paralytic  Numb- 
nefs  of  his  Hands  and  Arms  went  off, 
and  his  Fingers,  from  a  contracted  torpid 
State,  became  more  warm,  flexible  and 
flrong,  fo  thai  he  was  now  able  to  wf ite : 
The  Scorbutic  Eruptions  on  the  Head  tod 
Temples  difappeared,  his  Strength  and 
Appetite  greatly  increafed  and  his  Com- 
plexion became  more  florid  and  healthy. 
Jn  this  State  he  was  able  to  bear  Exercife 
in  his  Coach  with  Pleafure  and  Eafe,  and 

foon 
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foon  after  left  London  for  Dubiin>  from 
whence,  to  the  beft  of  my  Remem- 
brance, he  propofed  returning  the  next 
Spring  to  repeat  the  Ufe  of  the  Medicine; 
but  the  Year  following,  the  Gentleman 
in  London  who  had  done  me  the  Honour 
of  Recommending  him  to  me,  (hewed 
me  a  Letter  from  him,  in  which,  with 
the  utmoft  Politenefs  and  Gratitude,  he 
mentions  the  extraordinary  Change  pro- 
duced in  his  Confiitution  by  taking  the 
Diet-Drink}  having,  to  the  Surprize  of  all 
his  Acquaintance,  continued  in  good 
Health  and  Spirits  from  the  Time  of  his 
leaving  London. 

CASE     XXII. 
Scorbutic  Eruptions  on  the  Head  and  Face, 

A   Married  Lady  near  Guild-Hall,  aged 

^  twenty-fix,  of  lax  Fibres  and  a  con- 

fumptive  delicate  Habit  of  Body,  applied 

to  me :  She  had  a  great  Quantity  of  dry 

Jcaly  Eruptions  on  her  Head  and  the   Side 

of  her  Face,  and  was  alfo   at  the  fame 

Time  much   fubjeft  to  the  Fluor  Albus, 

which  had  reduced  her  to  the  laft  Degree 

of  Weaknefs,  and  had  brought  on  Pains 

jn  her  Back  and  Loins,  with  Lofs  of  Ap- 

O  petite 
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petite  and  a  flow  Heclic  Fever. Augujt 

the  16th,  1762,  She  began  to  take  the 
Diet-Drink,  which  agreed  with  her  per- 
fectly well,  promoting  a  gentle  Perfpira- 
tion  and  keeping  the  Body  laxative,  with- 
out the  leaft  Diminution  of  Strength  :  In 
the  Space  of  one  Month  (lie  was  perfectly 
cured,  both  of  the  Eruption  and  the 
Fluor  Albus,  her  Appetite  being  reftored 
and  her  feveriih  Heats  entirely  gone  off. 

In  that  Kind  of  Weaknefs  peculiar  to 
Women  called  Fluor  Albusy  where  a  lax 
Habit  of  Body  and  a  fharp  thin  Blood 
generally  prevails,  the  good  Effect  of  the 
Diet-Drink  is  remarkably  certain. 

CASE     XXIII. 

Venereal  Ulcer  in  the  Throat,  with  Deaf- 
nejs  and  Noije  in  the  Ears. 

A  Young  Student  from  Cambridge  ap- 
plied  to  me  with  an  Ulcer  in  his 
Throat,  which  for  many  Months  had  been 
treated  as  venereal  by  his  Surgeon  there  : 
He  had  put  him  upon  a  Mercurial  Courfe, 
during  which,  to  the  befl  of  my  Re- 
membrance, he  had  fpit  feveral  Weeks  j 
he  afterwards  gave  him  a  ftrong  DecocJion 

of 


(99  ) 

of  the  Woods,  but  the  Sorenefs  and  ulcera- 
tion of  the  Throat  ftill  continued,  with 
exceffive  Deafnefs. 

As  he  at  fir  ft  only  came  to  Town  for 
my  Advice,  he  went  back  again  to  Cam- 
bridge for   a  few  Days,  where  a  Gentle- 
man of  the  Profeffion  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  him  from  taking  the  Medicine,  tel- 
ling   him   he  believed  it  would  not  fuc- 
ceed  on  Account  of  the  extreme  Coldnefs  of 
the   Seafon ;    however,    he   returned  to 
London  and  took  a  Lodging' in  Rider  Street ', 
St.   James's,  where  I  attended  him.— — - 
February   the   5  th,     1763,    he    began    a 
Courfe  of  the  Lisbon  Diet-Drink,  which 
generally   procured  him  two   Motions  a 
Day  and  increafed  his  Quantity  of  Urine. 
When  he  had  taken  the  Medicine  fix  or 
feven  Days,  he  found  that  the  Sorenefs  of 
his   Throat  abated    and  his  Deafnefs  was 
much    relieved  -,  his   Appetite   was  good, 
he    flept    well,  and  at   the  End   of  one 
Month,  left   off  the   Medicine  perfectly 
cured,    the ,  Ulcer  being   heal'd    and   the 
Sorenefs  of  his  Throat,  together  with  the 
Deafnefs  and  Noife  in  his  Ears  being  to- 
tally removed. 
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About  a  Year  after  he  called  to  pay 
me  a  Vifit  and  informed  me,  that  from 
the  Time  of  his  leaving  off  the  Diet-Drink 
he  had  continued  in  perfedt  Health, 
which  fhews  the  Weaknefs  of  every  Ob- 
jection to  the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine  on  Ac- 
count of  the  Coldnefs  of  the  Weather,  as 
this  Gentleman  was  cured  by  it,  in  a 
fhort  Time,  in  the  very  Depth  of  Winter, 
when  the  Seafon  was  intenfely  fevere. 


CASE    XXIV. 

An  Ulcer  in  the  Throat. 

A  Gentleman  of  Fortune,  who  then 
lodged  in  South  -  Street,  Berkley- 
Square,  applied  to  me  :  He  had  beer*  fali- 
vated  a  few  Months  before,  and  haa  af- 
terwards gone  thro*  a  Courfe  of  Mercurial 
Alteratives,  for  an  Ulcer  in  his  Throat: 
The  right  T^onfil  Gland  was  almoft  totally 
confumed  by  the  Ulcer,  which  was  then 
attended  with  Inflamation,  and  feemed 
fpreading  to  the  contiguous  Parts.     He 

complained 
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complained  of  great  Sorenefs,  with  Dif- 
ficulty in  fwallowing,  and  a  Senfe  of  Ful- 
nefs  in  the  Throat.  —  April  the  29th, 
1763,  he  began  with  the  Diet-Drink; 
after  the  firft  three  or  four  Days,  there 
was  a  vifible  Alteration  in  the  Ulcer  for 
the  better,  it  became  cleaner  and  lefs  in- 
flamed, and  healed  without  Interruption 
in  the  Space  of  one  Month.  This  Gen- 
tleman was  much  emaciated  when  he 
applied  to  me,  but  after  leaving  off  the 
Diet-Drink>  he  grew  fat,  healthy,  and 
ftro'Dg. 


CASE    XXV. 


Intenfe  Head-Acht    with   Eruptions    on 
the  Skin. 


A  Gentleman  of  Rank  and  Fortune,  in 
***  Berkley-Street, Piccadilly ,aged  Thirty- 
fix,  or  thereabouts,  was  recommended  to 
me  for  Advice  in  a  Diforder  of  an  uncom- 
mon Nature :  At  certain  Times,  particularly 
after  Exercife,  he  broke  out  in  different 

Parts 
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Parts  of  the  Body,  efpecially  on  the  Hands, 
Breaft  and  Arms,  as  if  ftung  by  Nettles, 
with  an  intolerable  Itching  of  the  Parts, 
like  that  Diforder  in  the  Weft -Indies  call'd 
the  Prickly  Heat,  and  this  Eruption  was 
generally   preceeded   by  a  violent  Fit  of 

the  Head  Ach. —By  the  *Advice  of  an 

eminent  Phyiician  in  Town  he  was  di- 
rected to  make  Ufe  of  the  Temperate 
Bath  at  Buxton,  and  alfo  to  Drink  the 
Waters,  with  both  which  he  complied 
but  without  Advantage: — He  afterwards 
went  to  Bath,  but  not  finding  Relief  there 
he  returned  to  London,  May  the  9th, 
1763,  he  began  a  Courfe  of  the  Diet- 
Drink  ,  after  taking  it  a  few  Days  it  threw 
out  a  vaft  Quantity  of  the  Eruption  and 
relieved  his  Head- Ach  in  a  very  extraor- 
dinary Manner  ;  his  Strength  and  Appe- 
tite were  considerably  increafed  and  at  the 
End  of  a  Month  he  left  oft  the  Medicine; 
but  though  he  was  then,  in  all  Appear- 
ance well,  his  Diforder  was  not  yet  quite 
fub'dued,  having  had  feverai  Attacks  of 
it  after  he  went  into  the  Country  for  the 
Summer  Seafon,  but  in  a  {lighter  De- 
gree. 

July 


(  m  ) 

July  the  17th,  1764,  his  Complaint 
being  very  troublefome,  he  again  began 
the  DietDrhik,  which  relieved  him  in 
the  fame  Manner  as  before  :  He  was  now 
determined  to  purfue  it  very  regular!}',  and 
for  a  much  longer  Time  than  at  fir  ft,  be- 
ing firmly  perfaaded  it  would  cure  him  ; 
— accordingly  he  continued  it  near  two 
Months,  growing  better  and  better  every 
Day,  and  was,  at  laft,  cured  without  any 
Return  of  the  Diforder;  having  favoured 
me  with  a  vifit  at  his  flrft  coming  to 
Town  the  following  Winter,  and  being 
then  in  high  Health  and  Spirits,  though 
he  was,  foon  after,  unfortunately  killed  in 
a  Duel. 


CASE 
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CASE     XXVI. 

TN  the  year  1763,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
A  Gentleman  of  Fortune,  aged  fifty- 
feven,  of  a  Habit  fomewhat  corpulent, 
who,  feveral  Years  before  had  a  Fall  from 
his  Horfe,  by  which  the  Ligaments  of 
his  left  Knee  were  violently  fprained,  with 
a  great  Degree  of  Tenfion  and  Pain  of 
the  furrounding  Parts,  which  brought 
on  a  long  continued  Lamenefs,  with  Swel- 
ling of  the  whole  Leg  from  the  Knee 
to  the  Ancle 3  to  remedy  this  Inconve- 
nience, he  was  advifed  to  try  the  Hot- 
Baths  at  Aix  la  Cbapelle,  where  he  went 
foon  after,  and  by  the  Ufe  of  which,  the 
Swelling  fubfided,  and  the  Leg,  in  about 
fix  Weeks,  was  almoft  wholly  reduced  to 
it's  natural  Size,  but  from  Time  to  Time 
was  apt  to  fwell,  efpecially  if  not  kept  in 
a  horizontal  Pofition.—- In  the  Year  1761, 
the  evident  Symptoms  of  a  confirmed 
Scurvy  appeared  by  Eruptions  on  the  fame 
Leg,  for  which  he  took  zDocoction  of  Sar- 
faparilia*  with  a  Solution  of  Sublimate  for 
fome  Time,  but  this  Medicine  proved 
unfriendly  to  his  Conflitution,  his  Ap- 
petite 
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Appetite  being  deftroyed  by  it,  and  his 
Skin  tinctured  with  a  yellow  Hue  -,  his  Leg 
alio  growing  worfe,  he  was  advifed  to  go 
to   Tlarrowgate    to   drink    the    Waters, 
where  he  remained  about  two  Months, 
and     returned    much    recovered    in    his 
Health,    his   Leg  being   free   from  the 
fcorbutic  Symptoms.     The  next  Year  he 
returned  to  Harrowgate  again,  and  drank 
the  Waters  as  before  for  a  Month,  but 
without  the  former  Succefs,  for  a  {hort 
Time    after    the  fcorbutic    Symptoms    re- 
turned in  a  more  inveterate  Degree  than 
ever  3  his  Leg  began  to  itch,  and  broke 
out  into  feveral  fuperficial  fcorbutic  Sores, 
which    fpread   thernfelves   not  only   over 
that  Leg,  -hot  likewiie  on  the  other,  and 
alio  on  the /Hands,  Arms,  and  other  Parts 
of  his  Body  :- — His  Appetite  left  him,  his 
Quantity   or  Urine  was  frnail,  and  a  vaft 
Degree  of.  Spelling  and  Tenjion  appeared 
both  en  his  Legs  and  Thighs. 

May  the  i.Sih,  1763,  he  began  a  Courfe 
of  the  Lisbon  Diet-Drink,  during  which 
I  recommended  to  him  the  frequent  Ufe 
of  the  temperate  Bath:  By  the  ContU 
nuance  of  this  Medicine,  which  kept  him 
laxative,  and  promoted  the  urinary  Dif- 
charge,  which  before  had  been  confide* - 
P  ably 
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ably  diminimed,  his  Appetite  was  reftored 
the  Swelling  and  Teniion  of  his  Legs  and 
Thighs  abated,  and,  in  two  Months,  the 
Jcorbutic  bores  were  in  a  Manner  healed, 
but  an  Itching  remaining,  particularly  on 
growing  warm  in  Bed,  by  my  Advice  he 
made  Life  of  the  Tar  Ointment*  which 
removed  the  Itching,  and  he  has,  for 
near  four  Years,  remained  free  from 
any  Relapf-,  being  now  perfectly  well, 
and  having  favoured  me  with  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  Cafe  from  his  own 
Mouth. 

CASE     XXVII. 

Sinous  Ulcer  on  the  Knee,  with  Enlarge- 
ment of  the  Joint. 

CEptember  the  9th,  1763,  I  was  fent 
*r  for  to  vifit  a  Lady  in  Trinity -Lane,  in 
the  City,  aged  thirty- four ;  fhe  had  for  a 
long  Time  been  affected  with  a  Swelling 
on  her  Knee,  attended  with  great  Pain 
and  Inflammation,  which  rendered  her 
lame  ;  the  Skin  upon  the  Patella,  or 
Knee-Pan,  was  much  thickened  with 
Difcolouration  of  a  livid  Hue,  and  perfo- 
rated with  a  Number  of  /mall  Holes,  or 
deep  ulcerous  Sores  with  callous  Edges; 

the 
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the  difeafed  Skin  was  hollow  underncaJ  r 
where  the  Sores  communicated  with  each 
other,  and  difcharged  a  marp  thin  Ichor- 
ous Humour,  which  excoriated  the  fur- 
rounding  Parts.  She  had  the  Advice  and 
Affiftance  of  an  eminent  Surgeon  in  the 
City,  who,  from  the  great  Enlargement 
of  the  Joint,  and  other  Appearances, 
fufpected  the  Bones  to  be  affected,  and 
that  the  Complaint  might  End  in  a  White 
Swelling. 

She  had  been  ill  and  lame  for  ten  or 
twelve  Months,  during  which  Time 
many  Medicines  had  been  adminiftered 
without  much  Effect,  and  a  Poultice  with 
Hemlock  had  been  applied  to  the  affected 
Part. 

The  fucceeding  Spring  me  was  feized 
with  an  intermitting  Fever,  which  in  about 
fix  Weeks  was  cured  by  the  Ufe  or  the 
Bark,  and  the  Sores  healed  up,  but  at 
length  broke  out  again,  with  the  Appear- 
ances already  mentioned. 

Her  Apothecary  obferving  her  to  grow 
worfe  and  worfe,  advifed  her  to  try  the 
JDiet-I)rmk,  having  feen  the  good  Effect 
of  it  in  a  former  Cafe  :  Though  I  could 

not 
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not  promife  with  Certainty  that  the  Event 
would  be  favourable,  fhe  began  with  the 
Medicine,    and    continued  it   with   great 
Regularity  without  much   Alteration  for 
the    firft'  Fortnight ;  —  in    about    three 
Weeks     the  Appearance    of    the    Sores 
was  changed,  and  began  to  look'  cleaner, 
the  Pain  and  Inflamation  was  confiderably 
abated,  and  as  (lie  went  on  with  the  Me- 
dicine, the  Swelling  of  the  Joint  iubfided, 
the  Sores  afforded  a  good  Digeftion,  and 
in  fix  Weeks  Time  were  perfectly  healed 
without  anyRelapfe:  Her  Habit  of  Body 
wasalfo  much  changed  for  the  better,  and- 
her  Completion,  which  before  was  wan 
and  bilious,  now  became  more  ruddy,  clear, 
and  healthy,  and  continues  fo  to  this  pre- 
fent  Time  ;  in  ihort,  her  Health  was  in- 
tirely  eftablifhed  by  the  Ufe  of  the  Diet- 
Drink,  which    alfo  freed   her  from   the 
Rheumatifm,  to  which  me  formerly  had 
been  extremely  fubject. 

The  better  to  diftinguifli  the  Effect  of 
the  Medicine,  I  directed  the  Continuance 
of  the  fame  Dreffings  which  had  been  ap» 
plied  before  \hz  Adminiftration  of  it. 

CASE 
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CASE     XXVIII. 

Scorbutic  Eruptions  on  the  Hands. 

A  Linnen-Draper  in  Cheapfide,  applied 
"^  to  me  for  the  Cure  of  an  Eruption 
of  long  {landing  on  his  Hands  and  Fkn 
gers,  for  which  he  had  in  vain  taken  many 
Medicines,  and  which  put  him  under  the 
difagreeable  Neceffity  of  continually  wear- 
ing Plaijiers  and  Gloves,  which  were  very 
difagreeable  and  inconvenient  to  him,  on 
Account  of  his  Bufinefs  ;  he  therefore 
came  to  me,  refolved  to  take  the  Diet- 
Drink,  being  recommended  by  the  Lady 
who,  in  the  former  Cafe,  had  been 
cured  by  it, 

December  the  29th,  1768,  he  began 
the  Medicine,  and  continued  it  upwards 
of  five  Weeks,  in  which  Time  his  Hands 
were  well,  but  finding  fome  Appearance 
of  the  fame  Eruption  the  enfuing  Autumn, 
he  again  took  the  Dia- Drink  for  about 
three  Weeks,  which  completed  his  Cure 
without  any  Relapfe 

CASE 
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CASE     XXIX. 

A  Young  Gentleman,  a  Merchant  in 
•*  ^  the  City,  of  a  delicate  Confutation, 
and  a  very  thin  confumptive  Habit,  ap- 
plied to  me  for  a  venereal  Complaint  :— 
He  had  a  Bubo  with  Shankers  on  thePras- 
putium,  and  a  Phymofis,  attended  with 
violentPains  and  Inflammation  of  theParts, 
and  a  confiderable  Enlargement  of  the 
Teftes :  —  I  directed  him  to  lofe  Blood 
from  the  Arm,  and  to  apply  an  emollient 
Cataplafm  to  the  affected  Parts.— March 
the  27th,  1764,  he  began  a  Courfe  of 
the  Diet-Drink,  and  in  the  Space  of  fix 
Weeks  was  perfectly  cured,  and  has  con<- 
tinued  well  ever  fince,  having  had  the 
Pleafure  of  receiving  a  Letter  from  him 
at  St.  Kitfs,  where  he  now  refides. 

CASE    XXX. 

Confumption,  or  Venereal  Atrophy ,  with  a 
Heclic  Fever,  and  Eruptions  on  the 
Body. 

a  Young  Gentleman  in  the  Royal  Navy, 

aged  twenty-five,  applied  to  me  for 

the    Cure  of  a  branny  Eruption  on  the 

Skin, 


(  n.  ) 
Skin,  proceeding  from  an  old  venereal 
Caufe  :— His  Lungs  were  weak,  and  his 
Afped  pale  and  fickly,  being  exceedingly 
emaciated,  and  enfeebled  by  a  pocky  Hec- 
tic, with  Night  Sweats ,  and  a  Diarrhcea, 
which  had  wafted  him  to  a  Skeleton,  and 
indeed,  (by  the  Patient's  own  Account^ 
it  appeared,  that  his  Conftitution  had  fuf- 
fered  as  much  from  the  immoderate  and 
frequent  Ufe  of  Mercury,  and  the  pre- 
pofterous  Exhibition  of  tlrong  purging 
Medicines,  as  from  the  Malignity  of  the 
Difeafe  itfelf :  —  By  thus  overloading  his 
Conftitution  with  large  Quantities  of  Mer- 
cury, his  Blood  was  melted  down  and 
impoverished,  and  the  natural  Strength 
of  his  Solids  fo  much  weakened  and  im- 
paired, that  he  had  every  Symptom  of  a 
deep  Decay, 

January  the  2 2d,  1764,  he  began  to 
take  the  Lisbon  Diet  Drink,  which  in  a 
few  Weeks  took  away  his  Hedlic  Fever ; 
In  a  Month  the  Eruption  on  the  Skin  was 
removed,  and  the  bad  Symptoms  all  aba- 
ted, his  Appetite  and  Strength  being  in  a 
great  Meafure  reftored,  and  at  the  End 
of  feven  Weeks  he  left  off  the  Me- 
dicine, perfectly  cured  without  Con- 
finement 5  having  near  three  Years  after, 

viz. 
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viz.  November  17,  1766,  received  a  Let- 
ter from  him  in  the  Country,  informing 
iiie  (with  Expreffions  of  the  higheft  Gra- 
titude) that  he  had  enjoyed  a  fine  State 
of  Health  ever  fince  his  being  under  my 
Care ;  that  his  Skin  had  remained  per- 
fectly free  from  the  Eruptions,  and  that 
he  was  grown  fat,  ftrong,  and  hearty. 

C  A  S  E     XXXI. 

Acute  Pains  on  the  membranous  Parts  of 
the  Body,  particularly  oh  the  Shins,  and 
a  crofs  the  Face. 

A  PRIL  the  10th,  1765,  a  young  Gen- 
•^  tleman  of  Tower- Street,  began  to 
fake  the  Diet-Drink  for  the  above  Com- 
plaints, which  he  fufpedted  to  arife  from 
the  Remains  of  a  venereal  Dijorder,  and 
would  notjiften  to  any  Advice  that  feemed 
to  contradid:  this  Opinion,  though  I  told 
him  his  Cafe  rather  appeared  to  be  Rheu- 
matic than  venereal ;  however,  whatever 
was  the  Caufe,  the  Effect  was  entirely 
removed  by  continuing  the  Medicine  a 
Month,  in  which  Time,  he  was  intirely 
well,  being  now  eafy  both  in  Body  and 
Mind. 

Tis 
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Tis  fomewhat   ftrange,    that  certain 

t)ifeafes  fhould  be  attended  by  certain 
Ideas,  which  flatter  or  torment  the  Patient 
With  falfe  Indications  of  the  Events  many, 
for  Inftance,  who  are  confumptive,  though 
on  the  very  Brink  of  the  Grave,  are  fcarce- 
ly  to  be  made  fenfible  of  the  approaching 
Danger  j  whilft,  on  the  contrary,  every 
trifling  Ache  or  Pain  fhall  alarm  the  Ima- 
gination of  others  with  the  fear  of  vene- 
real Symptoms,  infomuch  that  it  is  often 
found  extremely  difficult  to  difpoflefs  the 
Mind  of  that  difquieting  Infatuation, 

CASE    XXXII. 

Venereal    Eruptions    on   the    Body   and 
Arms. 

A  Linnen-Draper  near  York-Street,  Co- 
vent-Garden,  aged  twenty-feven,  ap- 
plied to  me  with  broad  Spreading  copper 
coloured  Spots  over  his  whole  Body  and 
Arms ;  he  was  much  emaciated,  and  had 
regularly  taken  Mercurial  Alteratives,  and 
a  Jlrong  DecoBion  of  Sarfaparilla,  for  fe- 
veral  Months,  which  fomewhat  relieved 
him,  but  he  always  relapfed,  and  when 
he  applied  to  me,  told  me  he  was  worfe 
than  ever. 

Q^  'April 
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April  the  17th,  1765,  he  began  with 
the  biet-Drinky  which  operated  gently 
by  Stool,  ard  encreafed  the  urinary  Dis- 
charge exceedingly  :  after  taking  the  Me- 
dicine a  few  Weeks,  his  Appetite  was 
good,  his  Strength  encreafed,  and  the 
Spots  began  to  grow  paler  and  paler,  and 
at  laft  difappeared  5  at  the  End  of  feven 
Weeks  he  left  off  the  Medicine  perfectly 
cured,  and  afterwards  fettled  in  the  Coun- 
try, where  he  has  continued  in  perfect 
Health  ever  fince. 

CASE     XXXIII. 

Venereal  Atrophy  or  Confumption. 

A  Gentleman  in  London,  at  the  Requeft 
of  his  Friend  (a  Perfon  of  Rank  and 
FafHon  then  at  Paris)  and  from  whom 
he  had  juft  then  received  a  Letter,  with 
a  State  or  his  Cafe,  was  defired  to  afk  my 
Opinion  concerning  it. 

He  was  of  a  delicate  Habit,  and  appa- 
rently confumptive,  having  a  Tightnefs 
and  Oppreffion  acrofs  his  ilreaft,  with 
weak  ulcerated  Lungs,  from  which  he  had 
formerly  fpit  purulent  Matter  mixed  with 
Blood.  — ■  The  Phyficians  of  Montpelier, 

where 
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where  he  had  been  advifed  to  go  for  the 
Recovery  of  his  Health,  afcribed  his 
Complaints  to  a  latent  venereal  Caufe,  and 
looked  upon  his  Cafe  as  a  true  venereal 
Atrophy  \  —  rinding  no  Relief  there,  he 
went  to  Paris,  where  he  ftaid  a  fhort 
Time,  and  then  fet  out  for  London  *  with 
Intention  to  take  the  Diet-Drink, 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  I  vifited  him,  and 
found  his  Cafe  nearly  as  he  had  reprefented 
it : — He  had  no  venereal  Symptoms,  ex- 
cept a  Gnorrhsea,  which  indeed  feemed 
rather  to  arife  from  Weaknefs  and  Relaxa- 
tion, than  any  remaining  Virus. 

April  the  21ft,  1766,  he  began  to  take 
the  Diet-Drink,  which  he  regulatly  pur- 
fued  for  the  Space  of  one  Month,  during 
which  the  Gleet  was  taken  away,  the 
Complaint  of  his  Breaft  was  much  re- 
lieved, and  his  Strength  and  Appetite 
were  greatly  reftored. — He  fet  out  for 
Brijlol  foon  after,  and  at  his  Return  to 
London,  was  fo  obliging  as  to  favour  me 
with  a  Call  :  I  prefcribed  for  him  in  a 
trifling  Complaint  not  neceflary  to  be 
mentioned ;  his  general  Habit  of  Body 
ftill  continuing  in  a  State  of  Amendment. 

CASE 
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CASE    XXXIV. 

Scurff  and  letterom  Eruptions  on    th? 
Head. 

A  Lady  near  Aldermanbury  of  lax  Fibres 
*f*  and  delicate  Conftitution,  applied  to 
me  for  Advice  :  She  had  long  been  trou- 
bled with  fcurfy  tetterous  Eruptions  on  her 
Head,  and  ulcerous  running  Sores  behind 
her  Ears,  which  feemed  to  difturb  her 
exceedingly.  I  prefcribed  her  the  Diet- 
Drink,  with  which  fhe  began  the  8th  of 
May  1766;  it  promoted  a  plentiful  Se~ 
cretion  of  Urine,  and  proved  gently  laxa- 
tive. In  fix  Weeks  the  Ulceration  be- 
hind her  Ears,  which  before  difcharged  a 
thin  corrojive  Hu?noury  was  now  healed, 
and  her  Head  was  alio  clear  of  the  tetter* 
ous  Eruption. 

CASE     XXXV. 

Habitual  fcorbutic  Head- Ache,  and  Inflam- 
mation of  the  Eyes. 

A  Gentleman  from  Leeds,  of  a  con- 
A  fumptive  bilious  Habit,  who  had 
himfelf  been  cured  by  the  Diet-Drink 

the 
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the  \  ear  before,  of  a  Complaint  arifing 

from  an  unfound  Liver,  attended  with  a 
yellow  furjuraceous  Eruption  on  the  Skin, 
brought  his  Wife  to  "London  with  Defign 
to  take  the  fame  Medicine,  though  her 
Complaints  were  of  a  different  Nature  : — 
Her  Age  was  forty  or  upwards,  her  Ha- 
bit thin,  and  her  OoinplecYion  wan  and 
pale  \ — fhe  had  for  upwards  cf  fix  Years, 
laboured  under  an  habitual  fcorbui'ic  Head 
Ache,  attended  with  a  fharp  Humour  and 
violent  Inflammation  of  her  Eyes  \  par- 
ticularly after  catching  the  lean:  Cold,  and 
for  which  fhe  had  taken  many  Medicines, 
without  any  confiderable  Effect.  Septem- 
ber the  27th,  1766,  {he  began  a  Courfe 
of  the  Lisbon  Diet-Drink,  at  which  Time 
her  Head-Ache  was  exceflive,  and  the 
Pain  and  Inflammation  of  her  Eyes  fo  vio- 
lent, that  (he  was  not  able  to  bear  the 
leaft  Degree  of  Light,  and  therefore  was 
obliged  conftantly  to  wear  a  Hat  or  Bon- 
net ;  —  in  a  few  Days  her  Head  Ache  was 
relieved,  and  in  a  Fortnight's  Time,  both 
that  and  the  Inflammation  of  her  Eyes  were 
totally  taken  away  ;  however  fhe  regu- 
larly continued  the  Medicine  for  the  Space 
of  one  Month,  at  the  End  of  which  Time 
{he  was  perfectly  cured,  having  the  Plea- 
ure   of  feeing  her  Husband  in  Lo?idcn  the 

next 
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next  year,  who  informed  me  that  (he  con- 
tinued well,  that  her  Completion  and 
Habit  of  Body  were  exceedingly  changed* 
and  that  (he  had  never,  for  many  Years  paft, 
enjoyed  fuch  an  uninterrupted  State  of 
Health. 

Women  at  a  particular  Time  of  Life, 
from  a  Defect  of  the  natural  Secretions 
are  often  fubjedt  to  a  Variety  of  Com- 
plaints, which  fometimes  End  in  a  Con 
fumption,  viz.  Pai?i  and  Swimming  in 
the  Heady  Eruptions  on  the  Skin,  Ulce- 
rations of  the  Legs,  and  alfo  glandular 
Swellings  of  the  Breajls,  which  have  a 
Tendency  to  become  cancerous ,  —  in 
fuch  Diforders  I  have  found  the  Diet- 
Drink  extremely  beneficial,  by  keeping 
the  Body  laxative,  and  by  afiifting  Na- 
ture in  carrying  on  the  feveral  Secre- 
tions. 


This 
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This  fuccincl  Account  I  thought  ne- 
ceffary  to  fubjoin,  as  a  farther  Confirma- 
tion of  what  I  have  previoufly  advanced 
on  the  Efficacy  of  the  Diet-Drink ;  but 
fhould  any  Doubts  arife  relative  to  the 
Authenticity  of  the  preceeding  Cafes,  be- 
caufe  the  Names  of  the  Patients,  &c. 
are  omitted  ;  I  am  at  Liberty  whenever 
neceffary,  to  refer  to  many  of  the  Patients 
themfelves,  and  mall  alfo  have  Recourfe 
to  Gentlemen  of  Credit  and  Dijlinfiion, 
who  know  the  particulars  of  the  worft 
Cafes  here  ftated,  and  are  likewife  well 
acquainted  both  with  the  Patients  and 
their  Cure. 

I  could  eafily  have  doubled  the  Num- 
ber of  Cafes,  but  many  of  them  being 
firnilar  to  thofe  already  mentioned,  have 
omitted  them  as  fuperfluous  or  unnecef. 
fary  :  Several  Gentlemen  have  applied  to 
me  for  Advice  whofe  Complaints  were 
not  Venereal,  notwithstanding,  fome  of 
them  who  had  lived  with  great  Freedom, 
and  had  occafion  to  change  their  Condi- 
tion for  a  married  State \  were  doubtful  and 
uneafy,  leaft  any  Remains  of  that  Difeafe, 
mould  entail   Misfortunes  on   their  Po- 

fterity, 
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fierity,  and  chofe  to  undergo  a  Courfe 
of  this  Medicine  for  their  own  future  Sa- 
tisfaction and  Security. 

After  the  Reader  has  pefufed  the 
Appendix  with  Attention ,  I  fliall  leave 
him  to  determine*  whether  the  Intention 
of  a  Salivation  as  well  as  that  of  giving 
Mercury,  according  to  the  common  Prac- 
tice, is  not  more  fafely  and  effectually 
anfwered,  from  an  Enlargement  of  the 
Secretions,  by  a  Courfe  of  the  "Lisbon  Diet- 
Drink ;  fince  by  the  firftMethod  he  fuffers 
both  Confinement  and  Lofs  of  Strength,  but 
by  the  laft,  is  reftored  to  Health  at  full 
Liberty,  without  either  Wafle  of  'Body 
or  Injury  to  his  Confutation. 


£    1    NX    Si 


ERRATA. 

Page  32.  Line  26.  for  tetain  read  detain,  p,  63. 
/.  23.  for  aj)fbr'd  read  abforb'd.  p.  108./.  8.  for 
was  read  were.  p.  109.  /.  15./^  1768.  read  1763. 


SUPPLEMENT, 

WHEREIN    THE 

True  Difference  between  Vene- 
real Symptoms,  and  thofe  of- 
ten miftaken  for  fuch  by  the 
Patient  are  clearly  pointed  out, 
fo  as  more  eafily  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  each  other. 

Since  nothing  will  fo  much  impair  the 
Health  and  natural  Strength  of  Body, 
as  a  State  of  continual  Sufpence  and  Anxi- 
ety of  Mind;  the  following  Remarks  fe- 
leded  from  the  Obfervations  of  the  cele- 
brated Ajlruc,  who  is  univerfally  allowed 
the  beft  Author  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe9 
are  laid  down  for  the  Information  of  the 
Reader.     If    from    hence    his    Doubts 
and  Fears  appear  groundlefs  and  unne- 
ceflary,  he  will  do  well  to  lay  them  to- 
tally afide,  and  no  longer  ad:  the  Part  of 
the  Self- tormentor;  but  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  arife  from  Reality  and  fuf- 
ficient  Caufe,  he  will  not  then,  from  In- 
dolence or  falfe  Delicacy,  trifle  with  that 
R  in- 
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ineftimable  Bleffing,  a  good  Conftitution; 
and  by  Delays,  fuffer  it  to  be  impair- 
ed, from  the  Continuance  of  a  Difeafe, 
which,  if  properly  treated,  may  always 
be  fafely  and  certainly  cured. 

The  Neceffity  of  fuch  Obfervations  as 
will  enable  the  Patient  in  fome  Meafure 
to  judge  for  himfelf  in  doubtful  Cafes,  is 
evident;  fince  from  the  Want  of  them, 
the  timorous  and  infatuated  have  fome- 
times  been  driven  to  Suicide  and  Defpair, 
or  forced  into  the  Hands  of  ignorant 
Pretenders,  who  turn  foch  exceffive,  and 
fometimes  unneceffary  Fears,  to  their 
own  Advantage. 

As  I  would  not  appear  either  to 
fright  or  flatter  the  Reader,  I  have  ra- 
ther chofen  to  quote  the  Authority  of 
another,  than  to  deliver  Opinions  of  my 
own.  I  have  concentrated,  or  drawn 
into  a  very  narrow  Compafs,  the  moft 
material  Signs  or  Symptoms  of  the  Dif- 
eafe in  Queftion;  and,  in  order  to  render 
them  more  fatisfactory  and  intelligible, 
have  excluded  all  unneceflary  Terms  of 
Art.  I  have  no  where  changed  the  Au- 
thor's Meaning  from  whence  the  follow- 
ing Quotations  are  taken,  but  only  the 
Order  of  the  Particulars ;  which  are  fet 

down 
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down  with  as  much  Perfpicuity  and 
Clearnefs  as  poffible.  Sometimes  indeed  I 
was  obliged  to  add  a  few  Words  to  con- 
necT:  the  Sentences;  but  not  more  than 
were  neceflary  as  well  as  unavoidable. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  Signs  or 
Symptoms  of  the  confirmed  Lues  are  fo 
often  doubtful,  and  miftaken  by  the  Pa- 
tient for  thofe  of  other  Difeafes,  fince 
Men  of  Judgment  and  extenfive  Practice 
fometimes  find  it  difficult  to  diftinguifh 
them  properly.    Firft,  Becaufe  many  of 
the  Symptoms  are  common  to  other  Dif- 
eafes :  fecondly,  Becaufe  many  of  them 
do  not  appear  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Difeafe,  but  only  when  the  Pox  is  be- 
come inveterate;    whereas,    the  Thing 
chiefly  to  be  wifhed,  is  to  difcover  it  fo 
early  as  to  prevent  all  fubfequent  Dan- 
ger: Thirdly,  When  the  Pox  is  received, 
the  Symptoms  are  diverfified  by  the  Na- 
ture and  Difference  of  the  Patient's  Con- 
ftitution,  fo  as  either  to  refemble  or  ag- 
gravate the  Symptoms  of  thofe  particular 
Complaints  to  which  he  had  before  been 
fubjecl.     For  inftance,   if  any  One  has 
had  a  Diforder  in  his  Lungs,  Head,  Eyes, 
Liver,  &c.    upon  the  Admiffion  of  the 
Venereal  Infection,  he  will  again  be  at- 
R  2  tacked 
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tacked  in  the  fame  Places,  but  in  a  more 
violent  Manner  •>  hence  there  is  not  the 
leaft  Sufpicion  of  a  new  Difeafe,  and  the 
Patient  only  imagines  that  he  Suffers 
from  his  former  Diforder, 

The  Nature  and  Order  of  the  Signs 
are  two-fold  :  viz.  Either  fuch  as  ar^ 
demonstrative  and  certain^  becaufe  they 
are  peculiar  to  the  Venereal  Difeafe  only; 
or  fuch  as  are  equivocal  and  uncertain, 
becaufe  they  are  common  to  other  Dis- 
orders. From  the  Prefence  of  the  de- 
monstrative or  true  Signs,  it  may  be  de- 
termined, that  the  Pox  is  prefent  ;  but 
from  their  Abfence  it  cannot  with  equal 
Certainty  and  Truth  be  known  that  it  is 
abfent;  becaufe  the  Force  of  the  Caufe 
being  varioufly  hindered,  or  prevented 
from  adting,  the  Effed:  does  not  always 
uniformly  and  neceflarily  follow. 

The  demonftrative  Signs  of  Infection, 
are,  frequent  Abortion,  or  the  fickly 
Constitution  of  Children  born  at  their 
full  Time  :  Namely,  fuch  as  are  Jlru- 
mousy  rickety,  heSlicah  and  emaciated; 
efpecially,  if  fuch  Diforders  happen 
in  moSt  or  all  the  Children  of  the 
fame  Family,  where  the  Parents    and 

their 
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their  Ancefiors   were   free   from    fuch 

Diforders;  otherwife  they  ought  not  to 
be  deemed  Marks  of  Infection,  unlefs 
confirmed  by  other  Signs. 

If  local  venereal  Diforders,  fuch  as 
Shankers,  Excrefcences,  Warts,  or  Bu- 
boes appear  upon  the  Genitals,  either 
fpontaneoufly  at  firft,  or  after  an  appa- 
rent Cure,  break  out  afrefli,  without 
Intimacy  with  a  fufpe&ed  Perfon,  they 
are  certain  Signs  of  the  Pox,  and  Marks 
of  the  firft  Rank  ;  but  are  lefs  certain  in 
denoting  a  confirmed  Lues,  when  they 
appear  afcer  the  Ufe  of  Veneryj  lince 
that  is  never  fo  fafe,  as  to  be  totally  free 
from  Suspicion. 

All  eruptive  Diforders,  where  the  Skin 
is  disfigured,  if  they  happen  without  any 
manifeft  Caufe,  and  obftinately  elude 
the  Force  of  Medicines,  are  Signs  of 
a  venereal  Taint.  But  fuch  cutaneous  Af- 
fections ought  to  be  diftinguifhed  from 
other  Difeafes  of  the  Skin,  which  are 
critical  and  not  venereal ;  or  from  yel- 
low or  livid  fcorbutic  Spots,  which  mofr. 
abound  where  the  other  Marks  of  a  con- 
jirmed  Scurvy  appear  j  that  is,  when  the 
1  Gums 
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Gums  have  been  fpungy  and  ulcerated, 
and  the  Shins  black  and  livid. 

Ulcers  of  the  Throat,  Nofe,  Palate, 
and  Gums,  with  a  Caries  or  Rotten- 
nefs  of  the  contiguous  Bones,  are  often 
obferved  in  an  inveterate  Pox  5  but 
there  is  Need  of  much  Caution  to  avoid 
confounding  them  with  fuch  as  are  fcor- 
butic>  which  are  nearly  related  to  them 
in  Situation,  Malignancy,  and  Difficul- 
ty of  Cure,  but  very  different  in  other 
Refpecfts.  For  Inftance  venereal  Ulcers 
firft  attack  the  Tonfil  Glands  and 
Throat ;  then  the  Gums,  but  more 
rarely  and  flowly.  On  the  contrary, 
fcorbutic  Ulcers  firft  attack  the  Gums, 
and  afterwards  the  Throat  and  Tonfils. 

Venereal  Ulcers  frequently  feize 
on  the  Nofe,  with  a  Caries  or  Rotten- 
nefs  of  the  fubjacent  Bones ;  but  fcor- 
butic Ulcers  feldom  or  never. 

Venereal  Ulcers  are  often  callous 
or  hard  in  their  Circumference;  fcorbu- 
tic Ulcers  the  contrary:  The  firft  are 
more  circumfcribed,  and  for  the  moil 
Part  circular;  the  laft  are  irregular  and 
wide  fpreading. 

Venereal 
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Venereal  Ulcers  corrode  and  form 
Cavities;  fcorbutic  ones  fhoot  out  fpun- 
gy  Excrefcences  or  proud  Flefh. 

And  laftly,  Venereal  Ulcers  are  join- 
ed with  other  Signs  of  the  venereal  Di- 
feafe;  and  fcorbutic  ones  with  thofe  of 
the  Scurvy ;  except  in  the  fcorbutic  Pox, 
where  the  Symptoms  are  complicated 
and  more  uncertain. 

Care  ihould  alfo  be  taken,  not  to 
miftake  venereal  "Pains  for  thofe  which 
are  fcorbutic,  rheumatic,  or  gouty. 
The  firft  are  generally  increafed  by  the 
Heat  of  the  Bed,  and  are  therefore 
called  nodturnal  Pains;  but  the  laft  from 
thence  become  more  eafy. 

Venereal  Pains  are  chiefly  confined 
to  the  folid  or  middle  Part  of  theBones  of 
the  Legs  and  Arms  ;  fcorbutic  ones  ufu- 
ally  invade  the  Joints  and  membranous 
Parts  of  the  Body.  The  firft  are  not  re- 
lieved by  common  Remedies,  and  only 
yield  to  a  venereal  Treatment ;  the  laft 
are  mitigated  by  the  Ufe  of  Flannel,  or 
warm  Weather ;  they  often  go  off  and 
return  by  irregular  Periods,  and  fre- 
quently are  produced  by  manifeft  Caufes, 

fuch 
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fuch  as,   Intemperance,  catching  Cold* 
or  living  too  long  on  fait  or  indigeftable 
Provifion. 

If  a  deep  feated  violent  Pain  has  oc- 
cupied the  fame  Part  for  a  confiderable 
Time,  obftinately  refitting  all  Reme- 
dies 5  or,  if  the  Patient,  for  feveral 
Evenings  fucceffively,  has  been  feized 
with  a  Chillnefs  or  flight  fhivering  Fit, 
fucceeded  by  a  feverifh  Heat,  and  Sweats 
towards  the  Morning,  they  are  Signs 
of  a  latent  Pox,  particularly  where  there 
are  other  correfponding  Symptoms. 

A  Decay  of  the  Bones  may  happen 
exclufive  of  a  Venereal  Caufe,  as  often 
as  it  fucceeds  a  rickety,  fcorbutic,  or  ftru- 
mous  Affection  of  the  Bones ;  a  ftub- 
born,  malignant  Ulcer,  fituated  imme- 
diately upon  a  Bone ;  or  an  Abfcefs, 
formed  under  the  Perioiteum  or  Mem- 
brane which  covers  it.  If  thofe  Cafes 
are  excepted,  the  Decay  or  Caries  of 
a  Bone  is  always  to  be  fufpe<fted  Ve- 
nereal, 

Tumours  of  the  Glands  do  fre- 
quently happen  from  Caufes  which  are 
not  Venereal ;   particularly  from  fcro- 

phulous 
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phulous  Humours,  or  a  rickety  Difpo- 
fition:  There  is,  notwithstanding,  need 
of  Caution  to  diftinguifli  them  truly. 

The  equivocal,  or  more  remote  and  un- 
certain Signs  of  Infection  are,  Inflamma- 
tion of  the  Eyes,  Head-Ach,  a  hifling 
Noife  in  the  Ears,  with  Thicknefs  of 
Hearing,  Giddinefs  of  the  Head,  and 
Wafting  of  the  Body,  with  univerfal 
Weaknefs,  and  a  flow  Intermitting  Fe- 
ver.— In  Women,  the  Fluor  Albus, -Can- 
cer of  the  Womb,  Barrennefs,  or  fre- 
quent Abortion,  without  any  manifeft 
Caufe. 

If  after  Shankers  fuddenly  dried  up  ; 
aBubo  repelled,  or  Gonorrhoea  reftrained 
by  Art  or  Accident,  the  fame  Complaints 
break  out  again  without  any  frefh  Caufe ; 
then  it  is  evident  the  Patient  is  poxed.— 
So  it  is  probable  there  is  a  latent  In- 
fection, if  he  is  ftfbject  to  a  falling-ofF 
of  the  Hair,  Ulcers  in  the  Throat  or 
Nofe,  Giddinefs,  Head-ach,  Pains  in 
the  Bones  or  mufcular  Parts,  which  are 
relieved  by  Eruptions  on  the  Skin  ;  a 
Marafmus,  or  Wafting  of  the  Body, 
with  hypochondriacal  Diforders,  and  a 
flow  intermitting  Fever.  But  if  the 
S  Patient 
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Patient  is  only  affected' with  one  or  two 

of  thofe  equivocal  Symptoms,  and  has 
never  fuffered  any  local  venereal  Difeafe; 
then  he  ought  to  be  deemed  free  from 
all  Sufpicion  of  it.  There  are,  not- 
withstanding, two  Cafes,  where  it  would 
be  better  for  him  to  fuffer  an  irkfome 
and  tedious  Remedy  (meaning  Saliva- 
tion) than  to  remain  in  continual  Fear 
of  the  worft.  The  one  is,  where  the 
Patient  propofes  to  enter  into  the  Mar- 
riage-State, and  whe/e  he  might  chance 
to  infect  a  Wife  with  the  Pox,  or  his 
Children  with  the  Rickets,  or  Kings  £- 
*uil,  which  though  different  from  the 
Pox,  are  altogether  as  malignant;  for 
a  bad  Tree  always  produces  bad  Fruit* 

The  other,  where  the  Patient  has 
been  long  affiided  with  fome  obftinate 
Difeafe,  which  has  eluded  the  Force 
and  Efficacy  of  Medicine  -3  for  then  there 
arifes  ftrong  Sufpicion,  that  a  concealed 
Poifon  fupplies  the  Difeafe  with  frefh 
Fuel. 

To  the  preceding  Obfervations  I  have 
added  the  following  Marks  of  Distinc- 
tion, between  the  recent  Gonorrhoea 
and  Fluor  Albus. 

It 
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It  is  a  Circumftance  of  the  utmoft 

Confequence,  to  diftinguifh  a  frefti  ve- 
nereal Infection  from  the  Fluor  Albus, 
or  Whites ;  for  if  the  firft  is  miftaken 
for  the  laft,  and  is  either  negle&ed  or 
treated  accordingly  -,  the  Diforder  may 
unfortunately  end  in  a  confirmed  Pox. 

The  Gonorrhoea  is  malignant  and 
inflammatory ;  the  Fluor  Albus  moil 
commonly  arifes  from  Relaxation  and 
bodily  Weaknefs  y  and  therefore,  the 
Remedies  proper  in  the  iirft  Diforder 
would  render  the  laft  more  violent. 

In  the  Gonorrhoea,  the  Difcharge 
chiefly  proceeds  from  the  Parts  contigu- 
ous to  the  urinary  Paflage,  and  conti- 
nues whilft  the  Menfes  flow ;  but  in  the 
Fluor  Albus,  it  is  fupplied  from  the  Va- 
gina and  Cavity  of  the  Womb,  and  the 
Menies  are  feldom  regular. 

In  the  Gonorrhoea,  an  Itching,  In- 
flammation, and  Heat  of  Urine,  are  the 
Fore-runners  of  the  Difcharge  ;  the  O- 
rifice  of  the  urinary  Paflage  is  promi- 
nent and  painful,  and  the  Patient  is  af- 
fected with  a  frequent  Irritation  to 
make    Water.     In    the    Fluor   Albus, 

i  Pains 
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Pains  in  the  Loins  and  Lofs  6T  Strength, 
attend  the  JDifchargej  and  if  any  In- 
flammation or  Feat  of  Urine  follow,  ir 
happens  in  a  lefi  Degree,  and  only  after 
along  Continuance  of  the  .Discharge, 
which  becoming  -tfiarp  and  acrimonious, 
excoriates  the  furroundirg  Pnrts. 

In  the  Gonorrhea,  the  Difcharge  of- 
ten fuddenly  appears,  without  any  evi- 
dent Caufe;  but  in  the  Fluor  Albus, 
it  corrfes  on  more  (lowly,  and  is  often 
produced  by  Irregularities  of  the  Men- 
fes,  frequent  Abortion,  Sprains,  or  long 
continued  Illnefs. 

jn  the  Gonorrhoea,  the  Difcharge  is 
greenifh  or  yellow*  lefs  in  Quantity, 
and  not  attended  with  the  fame  Symp- 
toms of  Weaknefs.  In  the  Fluor  Albus. 
it  is  alfo  often  of  the  fame  Colour,  efpe- 
cially  in  bad  Habits  of  Body,  and  after- 
long  Continuance ;  but  is  ufually  more 
ofFenfive,  and  redundant  in  Quantity 
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